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would be incalculable. Mr. K. denied that the 
principles recognised in civilized warfare, applied 
to savage warfare, where there almost always was 
one wide destruction of life and property; and that 
in Florida, so far from the United States troops 
having had possession of the estates leading to 
their destruction, it was a well known fact that in 
most cases they were invited to do so for the pur- 
pose of protection. 

Mr. HUBBARD advocated the claim with much 
zeal, declaring it to come clearly within the princi- 
ple recognised by the law of 1816, but that the bill 
before them only asked to authorize the Secretary 
of the Treasury to take such evidence as would 
satisfy him that the claim was just, and came 
within the principle recognised in 1816; that was 
all the bill asked for. 

Mr. NILES thought it better to proceed with 
creat caution; the passage of the bill might involve 
the conntry to an immense amount of money. 
Mr. N. did not know whether savages had any 
code by which they recognised the laws of civilized 
people in their mode of warfare. He was inclined, 
however, to think it was distinct in principle. 
In civilized warfare private property was respected, 
unless in the occupancy of troops or used for mar- 
tial purposes; then, in fact, the shield which the 
custom of civilized nations threw over it was 
removed; and when it fell into the hands of an 
enemy, it was destroyed in consequence of that 
possession. Did the same principle pertain among 
He was inclined to think not. Their 
usual mode appeared to him to be indiscriminate 
slaughter and indiscriminate destruction of pro- 
perty, private as well as public. In this case, it 
Was incumbent to show that this property was 
destroyed in consequence of such occupation. He 
thought the present case did not come within the 
principle claimed for it by the Senator from New 
Hampshire. The proof, he maintained, ought to 
be irresistible before any action was had on an 
isolated case, involving so many important items for 
consideration. After the report was made by the 
Government commissioners, some principle might 
then be settled on which Congress could act under- 
standingly on the subject. 

Mr. TIPTON said he could show cases of a like 
character with that before the Senate, that had oc- 
curred in the Northwestern Territory, where the 
parties injured had never thought of asking for re- 
muneration. He would therefore move to lay the 
bill on the table. 

Mr. HUBBARD expressed some surprise at the 
remarks of the gentleman, (Mr. Tirpron,) as he 
was on the committee when the bill was unani- 
mously reported, and no objections made. 

Mr. TIPTON said he had never agreed to 
the features of the bill when in committee. 

Mr. HUBBARD wished the motion withdrawn 
for a moment; but that not being acquiesced in, the 
motion to lay the bill on the table prevailed. 

INDEPENDENT TREASURY. 

The Independent Treasury bill was then taken 
up, the amendment of Mr. Rives being under 
consideration. 

Mr. RIVES said he indulged the hope that, af- 
ter the failare of this measure in the other branch 
of the National Legislature, and the opinions so 
clearly manifested by the recent elections, that this 
subject would not again have been pressed upon 
the consideration of the Senate, but that the Com- 
mittee on Finance would have presented some 
scheme upon which the great interests of the coun- 
try might have harmonized Mr. R. contended 
that this bill was a re-production of that of the last 
Session, with additional deformity of feature, cal- 
culated to increase the patronage of the Executive 
to a far greater extent, and with the same tendency 
to create disorder and convulsion in the currency. 
Mr. R. spoke until near 4 o'clock, and gave way 
to a motion to adjourn, without having coneluded 
his argument. 

The Senate then adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Turspay, February 6, 1838. 

Mr. CARTER of Tennessee, asked leave of the 
House to correct an error, which appeared in the | 
published list of the vote of last evening, on the 
Mississippi election, in the **Globe.” He was 
represented as having voted in the affirmative for 
Mr. Howarp’s amendment, but he voted in the ne- 
gative, and it was so recorded on the Journal. 
Mr. C. asked the favor of the Globe reporters to 
make the correction. [The error occurred through 
inadvertency in transposing the names of Mr. 
Carter of Maine, and Mr. Carter of ‘Tennessee. ] 

The SEEAKER laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of War, in obedience to the re- 
quirements of the act of March 2, 1803, transmit- 
ting abstracts of the general returns of the militia 
of the United States, and of their arms, accoutre- 
ments and ammunition for the year 1837. 

On motion of Mr. GRENNELL, laid on the 
table. 

Reports from committees were then called for. 

WAYS AND MEANS. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG reported a bill authorizing 
the purchase of certain bocks for distribution 
among the members of the House of Representa- 
tives, according to the resolution of the 27th of 
January, 1838. 

Mr. C. explained, for the information of the 
House, the reason why the Committee of Ways 
and Means had reported this bill. It was not with 
them a matter of choice, but of necessity. A rule 
of the House expressly prohibited any amend- 
ment being engrafted on an appropriation bill, not 
previously authorized by law; and, therefore, nei- 
ther the committee, nor the House itself, had any 
power to insert an item in the bill to meet the ex- 
penses under the resolution for the books. For this 
reason, the committee had directed him to report 
this bill. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved that the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means be discharged from the 
further consideration of a communication from the 
War Department, in relation to the purchase of 
lands at Key West, and that the same be referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs: concurred in. 

Mr. C. also moved the discharge of the same 
committee from the further consideration of a 
communication from the Treasury Department, 
in relation to extra compensation to the packers in 
the General Land Office, and the reference of the 
same to the Committee on the Public Lands: con- 
curred in. 

Mr. POPE reported a bill for the relief of Lewis 
H. Bates and William Lacon. 


CLAIMS, 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio reported a bill for 
the relief of William Colt and William Donaldson. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY also reported, with an 
amendment, Senate bill for the relief of David 
Stone. 

Mr. CHAMBERS reported a bill for the relief 
of the legal representatives of Michael Fenwick, 
deceased. 

Mr. RUSSEL made a report against the petition 
of Hiram McElroy, executor of Edward Willet, 
deceased. 

PUBLIC LANDS. 

Mr. BOON reported Senate bill, with an 
amendment, granting pre-emption rights to settlers 
on the public lands. 

[The amendment was to the effect of excluding 
the Miami reservation from the operation of the 
bill.] 

Mr. LINCOLN obtained leave to lay on the 
table, and have printed, an amendment he intended 
to submit when the bill came up for consideration. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. BOULDIN reported a bill for the continu- 
ance for four years after the expiration of the pre- 
sent charter of the Union Bank of Georgetown. 

JUDICIARY. 


Mr. CORWIN reported Senate bill, with amend- 
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ments, to change the times of holding the circuit 
courts of the United States in the seventh circuit. 

The amendments were to add the “district,” and 
to provide that the courts should be held at the 
seats of Government in Ohio, Michigan, and In- 
diana. 

On motion of Mr. CRARY, the further conside- 
ration ot the bill was postponed till to-morrow. 

Mr. TOUCEY made a report against the peti- 
tion of Timothy Guard. 

Mr. THOMAS made a report against the peti- 
tion of Thomas Atkinson. 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia reported a resolu- 
tion instructing the Committee on the Judiciary to 
inguire into the expediency of abolishing the Cir- 
cuit Court of the United States held at Lewisburg, 
in the State of Virginia, and that the memorial 
against the abolishing that court, now lying on the 
table, be recommitted to that committee: concur- 
red in. 

REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS, 

Mr. CRAIG made untavorable reports on the 
petition of Isaac McCammant and John Snow. 

Mr. MUHLENBERG made a report against 
the petitions of Gen. James Hogan and Jonas Bart- 
elt. 

1 Mr. PARMENTER reported a bill for the relief 
of Henry Hunt. 
PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 

Mr. HARLAN reported a bill to revive an act 
to enable claimants to land within the limits of the 
State of Misscuri and Territory of Arkansas, to 
institute proceedings to try the validity of their 
claims, approved the 26th of May, 1824, and the 
act reviving the same, approved the 24th of May, 
1828. 

INDIAN AFFAIRS. 

Mr. PARKER reported Senate bill, without 
amendment, to authorize the Secretary of War to 
adjust and allow the claim of Benjamin Murphy 
of Arkansas, the value of his corn, cattle, and hogs, 
taken by the Cherokee Indians, in December, 
1828, without amendment. 

NAVAL AFFAIRS. 

Mr. INGHAM reported a bill for the relief of 
Nicholas Verplast. 

Also, a bill for the payment of certain pensions 
heretefore paid ontof the privateer pension fund. 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

Mr. LEGARE reported a bill for the relief of 
John Randolph Clay. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE made a report against the 
petition of George W. Biscoe. 

TERRITORIES. 

Mr. BRONSON reported a bill to divide the 
Territory of Wisconsin, and to establish the Ter- 
ritorial Government of Towa. 

REVOLUTIONARY PENSICNS. 

Mr. MORGAN reported a bill authorizing the 
Secretary of War to allow compensation to pen- 
sion agents. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Elizabeth Jones and 
others. 

Mr. BOND reported a bill for the relief of Asahe} 
Kingsbury. 

Mr. KLINGENSMITH reported a bill for the 
relief of Erastus Pierson. 

Also,a bill for the relief of William Andrews of 
the State of New York. 

Also, against the petitions of Wm. L. Marcy 
and others, of Albany, in behalf of Revolutionary 
pensioners, George Cook and Hannah Newton. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Virginia made a report 
against the petition of Darius Dewey. 

Mr. CHILDS made a report against the petition 
of Betsey Newton. 

INVALID PENSIONS. 

Mr. TAYLOR made a report against the peti- 
tion of John Thompson. 

Mr. MALLORY reported a bill for the relief of 
Benjamin McCulloch. 

Mr. M. also made a report against the petitiore 
of William Warden, Benjamin Southard, ‘and 
Jacob Miller, 
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Mr H. ALL EN made a report g against the | 
tions of Levace Cummings and Daniel Paliner 
Mr. LiEROD made a reportagainst the petitions 
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of William Marryott, Jeremiah A. Winney, and 
; Bela Sprague. 
ef Mr. STANLY made a report against the peti- 


; tions of Joseph Larrabee, ‘Thomas Morgan, and 
Asa Derrington. 

Mr. PLUMER made a report against the peti- 
tions of Zebedee Smith, Eber Holden, John Man- 
; ning, and Charles Carter. 

1 ROADS AND CANALS. 
When this committee was called, 
fr Mr. GRANT asked leave to submit a motion to 
print 5000 extra copies of the report in relation to 
' the construction of aship canal round the falls of 
Niagara, but it was objec ted to. 
SELECT COMMITTEE. 
Mr. DUNCAN, from the seleci committee, on 
, the memorial of Boyd Reily, reported a bill to 
, purchase and use the apparatus invented and pa- 
tented by Boyd Reilly, for applying gas or vapor to 
the human body in the naval and military service 
in the hospitals and in the penitentiaries of the 
United States. 
LIBRARY. 
Mr. PATTON moved that the joint Committee 
on the Library be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the resolution of the House directing 


that committee to ingnire into the expediency of 


purchasing the series of portraits of the first five 
Presidents of the United States, painted by the 
late Gilbert Stuart, for the purpose of having 
them preserved either in the Capitol or the Execu- 
tive mansion, and that the same be laid on the 
table. 
' ~ Mr. CUSHING said that he was aware, when 
; he offered the resolution, that it did not strictly 
pertain to the jurisdiction of any one of the stand- 
ing committees of the House. He had no objec- 
’ tion to have the Committee on the Library dis- 
charged from its consideration, but hoped it would 
‘ be referred to a select committee. It was contrary 
to his usual course in the House to make such a 
request; buthe was induced to do it in this instance, 
from a conviction that on investigation it would be 
found that no more appropriate ornament could be 
placed in the Executive mansion than these admi- 
rable portraits of our early Presidents, from the 
pencil of so eminent an American artist. 

The question being put, the Committee on the 
Library was discharged, and the subject was re- 
ferred to a select committee. 

AMENDMENT OF THE RULES. 

Mr. BELL, on leave, submitted a resolution, 
providing that there be added to the standing rules 
and orders of the House, a rule that all the States 
and Territories shall be called for resolutions at 
least once a month during each session. Those 
giving rise to debate lying over as under the opera- 
tion of the present rules, 

Mr. MERCER was in favor of the resolution, 
but had doubts about its infrequency. He should 
prefer its operation to be made once a fortnight. 

Mr. BELL had no objection to such a modifica- 
tion. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina moved to 
extend it to once a week. 

Mr. BOON was understood to advocate twice a 
month, 

Mr. REED was in favor of oncea fortnight. 

Mr. BELL thought that would, perhaps, meet 
the general sense of the House. 

Mr. WILLIAMS was willing to accept once a 
fortnight, if he failed in getting it once a week. 

Mr. BELL thought it better to make it once a 

; fortnight—say the second and fourth Tuesday in 
each month. 

Mr. WILLIAMS'S amendment was then disa- 
greed to without a division. 

Mr. BELL then modified his resolution, by 2..k- 

e! ing the days for calling for resolutions the sec. nd 
" and fourth Tuesdays in each, and varying «he 
at phraseology of the other parts accordingly. 

Mr. ILAYNES said it seemed to him that it 

wou'd be betier to make it every alternate petition 
day, Mondays. He suggested te the mover so to 
modify it. 

Mr. BELL would be willing to do so if he 
thought it would be acceptable to the House, for 
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ered lta grievance that one out of the 
four public business days should be occupied in re- 
ceiving petitions, 

. HAYNES. True, it was a grievance to 
nue extent, but if they appropriated another day 
to resolutions, the grievance wou!d be worse. 

Mr. BELL suggested to the gentleman fron 
Georgia to move such an amendment, and take the 
sense of the House upon it. 

Mr. HAYNES according!y 
the resolution, 

Mr. BRONSON said, if he apprehended the ef- 
fect of the amendment, it would be to prevent them 
from presenting petitions oftener than once a fort- 
night. ‘This, he thought, would be restricting the 
right of petition rather too much; for even now, 
when one day in every week was open, not one pe- 
tition in ten could be presented by those charged 
with them. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said that, whatever dis- 
position the House might make of this new rule, 
which he thought a very proper one, he hoped they 
would not entrench further upon the four days al- 
lowed to the business of the nation. They had 
amended the rules, upon a number of occasions, 
for the last ten years, until, at length, they had cut 
down the time for public business to four days only 
in each week, and the consequence was, that the 
session had been prolonged at least six weeks be- 
yond what would otherwise have been necessary. 
He protested against taking one more day from 
the business of the eouniry, for it would add an- 
other month to the session. 

Mr HAYNES'’S amendment was then agreed 
to, 84 to 33. 

The resolution, as amended, was then agreed to, 
by a vole of two-thirds, and ordered to be added to 
the standing rules of the House, in the following 
words: 

*€ All the States and Territories shal! be called on 
each alternate Mondays for resolutions during each 
session of Congress, and, if necessary to secure this 
object on said days, all resolutions which shall give 
rise to debate shall lie over for discussion under the 
rules of the House already established; and the 
whole of said day shall be appropriated to resoln- 
tions until all the States and Territories are cally 
through.” 
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moved so to amend 


MISSISSIPPI ELECTION. 

Mr. RHETT asked leave to offer the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House pay to 
Messrs. Prentiss and Word thesame compensation 
per diem and mileage that is allowed to members 
of Congress, computing the per diem from the day 
of presenting their claim to seats in this House, 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina objecting— 

Mr. RHETT moved a suspension of the rule; 
which was agreed to—ayes 100, noes not counted. 

And the question being on agreeing to the reso- 
lution— 

Mr. CONNOR of North Carolina, and Mr. 
GRIFFIN of South Carolina, simultaneously rose 
and called for the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered. 

Mr. DAWSON, of Georgia, said that no gen- 
tleman in that House could be more willing than 
he that the gentlemen named in the resolution 
should, if it were proper, be allowed their expenses, 
as proposed; for he was one of those who believed 
that they were justly entitled to the seats which 
they had been denied on this floor, having been le- 
gaily and constitutionally elected. But he also 
held that this House had an indisputable right to 
dneide on the election and qualification of its own 
members; and the House had decided that Messrs. 
Prentiss and Word were not members of this body, 
or Representatives from the State of Mississippi. 
[f not, what right could the House possess to allow 
them their per diem and travelling expenses?) He 
could not see that such a measure was justified by 
the Constitution. The Constitution was nota mere 
premissive instrument; it spoke that it might eum- 
mand, and commanded that it might be obeyed. 
Me. D. here read from the 6th section of the first 
article of the Constitution: “The Senators and Re- 
presentatives shall! receive a compensation for the:r 
services, to be aserrtained by law, and paid out of 
the Treasury of the United States.” What was a 
Nepresentative, in the sense of this passagg? One 








who hi ad ong recognised as such by the H 
Representatives. But these gentlemen had ner 
been So recognised, were not therefore Repres 
tives, and could not rightful ‘ly reeeive pay 
Mr. WISE observed that this was the | resolu 
Which the gentieman from South Carolina had 
tempted to offer yesterday, ant which he had o 
notte : one he should ask leave to offer this. 
Mr. was proud and happy in being auth C cat 
by ae ‘Prent ss to say, in behalf of himself an lh 
col! eacue, to this House and to the people of = 
sissipp!, that the claims of the people of Missi: 
having been refused by 
and 
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that House, and he rie 
‘onstitutional representation denied to her, |y 
count not consent to have his own personal e| 
either recognised or refused as distinct from her 
and he therefore declared, proudly, that he wou 
not touch adollar of his pay until the rights of th 
State of Mississippi should be recognised. Mr. W 
said, however, that, notwithstnnding this honors. 
ble disclaimer on the part of that gentleman. } 
should stil! vote to allow the pay. And why? B 
cause, according to Mr. W’s view of the ec 
genlueman was, according to both the 
tion of the United States and the laws o! 
sippi, at that moment, in every thing 
oath of office, as much a member of that 
Mr. W. was. If he believed other 

would vote for this resolution. On that point he 
extirely agreed with the gentleman from Georgi. 
(Mr. Daw. son;) but, under his own views of th 
case, he should vote the pay. The gentleman fro 
Mississippi might accept of it, or not, as he please: 
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He repeated, however, that gentleman’s own ¢- 
claration, that he was too prond to touch the pay 
without discharging the duties of a member. 

Mr. ADAMS wished to understand from 1] 
genteman from Georgia how it was that he cons. 
dered the principles he had laid down as applical 
to Messrs. Guoison and CraiorNe, and not 
Ness Prentiss and Word? 

Mr. DAWSON explained, (though in so | 
voice as scarce to be heard by the reporter.) 
was understood to say that Messrs. 

CuaipornE had been sworn, and had been p 
nounced by a vcte of the House dul; elected; 

as he held the House to have the sole right o! ju Ie. 
ing respecting the election and qualification ot its 
own members, he felt bound to submit to its deci- 
sion, and therefore to recognise Messrs. Gnotsox 
and Chatporne entitled to their pay, while the othe: 
gentlemen were not, being, in both respects, in 
precisely Opposite circumstances. 

Mr. ADAMS, I do not understand the force 0 
this distinction. Messrs. Gnonson and Craiporn: 
were sworn, under a decision of the House, de- 

claring them duly elected, which decision has sine 

heen pronounced unconstitutional, null, and void, 
and has been rescinded as such. On what ground 
then, is it, that they are to be considered as entil | 
to their compensation and indemnity, while ihe 
same is to be withheld from those who come her 
with real credentials, which they produce, and whic! 
are duly authenticated by the Governor and the 
broad seal of the State, bat who were denied thei! 
seats in the House by a majority of one? On what 
prineiple this distinction can be made, I confess | 
am not able to comprehend. The substance of the 
argument sets a decision of this House over both 
the Constitution and laws of the lané; and that is 
precisely the ground on which I hold, and always 
have held, the resolution of this House of the 3! 
of October,as null and void, and in which IT holt 
the resolution adopt ied last night to be equa! lly so 

They are both utter! 'y unconstitutional, null, ani 
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voil, and are in no wise binding on the people ot 
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Mississippi, or of any other purtion of the at 
It jx not by virtue of any express law that gentie- 


men taking their seats here are entitled to com7en- 
sation and indemnity. The gentleman from Geor- 
gia dees not contend that there is any necessily, 
under law, to pay them as if they had been duy 
elected; and yel, though there is no law for that, he 

thinks it is proper to allow those who, as he admits, 

were not duly elected, their pay and mileage, while 
he holds it not proper to allow it to those who were 
duly elected, and why? Because the one set of gen- 
tlemen were recognised by a vote afterwards re- 
scinded, and the o:her set were rejected by a majo- 
rity of one vote. 
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Mr. Wise. Of half a vote. (A laugh.) 

Mr. A. I have no disposition to contest the 
right of Messrs. GHOLSON and CLAIBORNE to re- 
present the people of Mississippi for the whole of 
the Twenty-filth Congress, when not one of the 

eople of Mississippi voted for them with any 
such intention. Nor do I object to their receiving 
their pay. Idesire not to be understood as ob- 
jecting, in the slightest manner, to their receiving 
iheir full pay to the last cent. But I call upon 
this House (if I am to call in vain upon the gentle- 
man from Georgia) to point out the distinction on 
which these individuals shall receive it, and the 
others not, who, | say, are as legally the represen- 
tatives in this House of the State of Mississippi, 
as am a representative of the State of Massachu- 
setis, with this simple difference, that I was admit- 
ted without the production or exhibition of any 
credentials at all, and these gentlemen did produce 
and exhibit full credentials, in due and authentic 
form. ‘The gentleman, it is plain, rests on the de- 
cision of this House: that is, upon the election, by 
this House, of persons to represent the people of 
Mississippi; and I understand the gentleman, 
(though he did not now say so in express words, ) 
from the tenor of his argument when this question 
was under discussion before, that the House, being 
the judge of the election qualification and returns 
of its own members, possesses an unlimited, un- 
qualified, unbounded power to admit whom it 
pleases within these walls, whether elected by the 
people of a State or not. 

{Zhe Cuair here interposed, and reminded Mr. 
Apams that the question having been decided yes- 
terday, Was not now open to debate, and that it 
would not be in order to answer, now, arguments 
which were urged then. ] 

Mr. A. resumed. Suppos-, then, that the gentle- 
man from Georgia has given as his reason for 
sing this iesolution that the House has power 
to decide as it pleases, and having cecided for 
Messrs. Guonson and CrLarorng, they are entitled 
.y their pay, while those who were dulv elected, 
but excluded by the House, are uot entitled. I 
suppose th t he holds that until the decision of the 
3d of October was rescinded, it was binding on 
every man, woman and child in Mississippi and in 
the United States. I hold the reverse. 

{Here the Cuair again interposed, and reminded 
Mr. A. as before, that this question was not now 
open to argument.] 

Mr. A. Well, £ will endeavor to keep within 
ihe pale of order as wellas Le.u. Lask, why are 
not M Prentiss and Wor entitled to their 
pay?’ The gentleman from Georgia says because 
by a decision of the House they have not been re- 
vived as members, while the others have 

Mr. DAWSON here again explained. Under 
ihe Constiiuuon members alone were to receive 
compensation: the House had declared Messrs. 
Prentiss and Worp not to be members, and there- 
fore he could not yote to pay them. 

Mr. ADAMS. Yes, I still understand that he 
adheres to the decision of this House, admitting 
Vesis. GHOLSON an! CLalBORNE, as the reason 
why they are entitled to their pay; although that 
resolution was rescinded, and the House has de- 
clared that Guotson and CLarBorneE are not, and 
of course never were, members of this House. 
Now, I say, that if the resolution of the 3d cf Octo- 
ber, declaring them members, was a nullity, it was 
anullity so far as to destroy their claim to pay. I 
look for an equitable distinction (there can be none 
other) between the cases, an equitable reason why 
one should get the pay and the other not. 

As to whether the gentlemen from Mississippi 
Will receive the money, or not, that is not a ques- 
tion for this House; it is no qnestion for my con- 
sideration; that is their own affair. What I have 
to consider is, whether these gentlemen are entit!ed 
to receive it, after they have come up here, sent by 
the people of Mississippi, under every provision of 
the Constitution and of the laws, and this House 
has refused to admit them? It would surely be thie 
most extraordinary thing in the world, if compen- 
sation for their expenses and time, in fulfilling the 
will of the people of their State, shall be refused 
them, while it is allowed to those whom this House 
has pronounced not to be the Representatives of 
the State of Mississippi. 
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Mr. BOULDIN said he should vote to pay both 
parties. Whose rights, he asked, were in contro- 
versy? The rights of the people of the United 
States, and especially of the State of Mississippi. 
At whose expense was this question to be contested? 
Surely at the expense of the people. If the ques- 
tion was of so doubtful a complexion that it was 
decided but by a majority of one vote, and the peo- 
pie were contending for their rights, (they asked no 
more) the expense of testing those rights ought to 
be paid for at the expense of the contenders, namely, 
the people. Through whom could they contend, 
if not through the candidates for seats here? Batit 
these candidates were to be saddled with their own 
expenses, who would be found willing to run the 
risk? Some gentlemen had asked, was the House 
to pay the expenses of any persons that chose to 
come here, and claim a seat?) Certainly not. But 
here was a case where the claims were so fair on 
both sides, and so evenly balanced, that the matter 
was decided by a bare majority of one, (or, as his 
colleague said, ha/f aone.) As to the pride of the 
gentlemen from Mississippi, Mr. B. trusted in God 
that none of the parties would have any pride 
about the matter, save in contending for the rights 
of the people of Mississippi. But, pride or no 
pride, he hoped they would be paid. One set of 
claimants certainly had the form, but it was just as 
clear to him that the other set had the substance 
His vote had gone for the substance. But he would 
never vote to compel them to pay ther own ex- 
penses. 

Mr. WISE here offered an amendment pro- 
vid’ g that C: ngress should pay the people of Mis- 
sissippi the exnenses of an election which had been 
caused by the error of t'iat House. 

He then, to prevent misunderstanding, a: | ob- 
viate the idea that he meant to be ui-natured to the 
Speaker, explained what he had meant by saying 
that the question last night had been decided by 
“half a vote.” He had alluded, no: io the Speak- 
er, but to the Representative fro Arkansas, (Mr 
YELL,) whose claim to a seat stood on precisely 
the same ground with that of these claimants. It 
was a striking fact that the vote had been brought 
to a tie by the vote of the member trom Arkansas, 
who, in the very act of trying the question of Pren- 
tiss and Word, disqualified himself. iLe took one 
Step on land and the very next ioto the water: his 
own vote went to exclude himself; and yet it was 
that vote which made the tie, and enabled the 
Speaker to give the casting vote. Deduct this vote, 
and Messrs. Prentiss and Word were entitled to 
their seats at this moment. Mr. W. did not im- 
pugn the right of the gentleman from Arkansas, or 
mean in the least to reflect upon him. According 
to that gentleman’s explamation of the matter, he 
had aright to his seat; but according to the princi- 
ple of the decision of the House, he had not, and 
ought now to be wending his way back to Arkan- 
Sas, in company with Messrs. Prentiss and Word. 

Mr. W. said the House was taking advantage 
of its own wrong if it rejected the resolution. And 
as to the amendment, ce:tainly the State of Mis- 
sissippi_ had had enough in paying for two elections 
already; as the House had now forced her intoa 
third, the House ought to pay her for it. 

The Cuair decided that the amendment was a 
distinct and substantive proposition, and did not 
adhere to the resolution; it was therefure, as an 
amendment, out of order. 

Mr. WISE said he should not insist. He had 
supposed it to be in pari materi, a part of the res 
geste of this remarkable affair. 

Mr. HOPKINS of Virginia, alluding to the 
amount of time already consumed by the debate, 
moved the previous question, 

The motion was sustained by the Tlouse—ayes 
71, noes 61. 

The previous question was then put, and carried, 
and the question on the resolution decided by yeas 
and nays, as follows: yeas 136, nays 41. — 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

On motion of Mr. HOWARD, chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign A ffairs, the Speaker was re- 
aues'«i to appoiat a member of that committee, vice 
M:. CLAIBORNE. 

NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. 

The orders of the day being announced, Mr. 

EVA ‘cid there was an Executive communica- 


tion on the table, relative to the Northeastern boun- 
dary, and the arrest and imprisonment of a citizen 
of Maine by the British authorities, which had been 
postponed some days ago, and had not yet been 
acted upon. He would not, at so late an hour of 
the day, ask for its consideration, but gave notice 
that to-morrow, at 1 o’clock, when it would be in 
order, and would have precedence in the orders of 
the day, he should move for its consideration. 

WESTERN TERRITORY OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. CUSHING moved to take up and refer an 
Execntive message, on the table of the House, 
giving information concerning the extreme western 
territory of the United States. Mr. C. said that 
Great Britain was, at the present moment, pursu- 
ing, or at least permitting, a series of gross en- 
croachments on that part of the territory of the 
United States; encroachments flagrant, palpable, 
monstrous, which it was time the whole nation 
should understand. 

The message was accordingly taken up, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

APPROPRIATION BILLS. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, Mr. Hlowarp in the Chair, and, 
on motion of Mr. C. took up and considered the 
*‘oill making appropriations for the Revolutionary 
and other pensioners of the United States for the 
year 1838.” 

Mr. CaMBRELENG made a brief explanation of 
the reason of the increase of $500,000 in this bill 
over that last year, owing to the addition of 1,300 
hundred new pensioners. After being amended in 
in one of its provisions, it was laid aside to be re- 
ported. 

CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 

Jn motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the eom- 
mittee then took up the “bill making appropria- 
tions for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the 
Government for the year 1838,’ and the same 
having been read through by the Clerk, was taken 
up by sections. 

On motion of Mr. SHEPPERD, the following 
item was stricken out. | 

For the discharge of such miscellaneous claims 
against the United States, not otherwise provided 
for, as shall be admitted in due course of settle- 
ment at the ‘Treasury, twelve thousand dollars. 

When the appropriations for the salaries of cer- 
tain foreign ministers were read, 

Mr. EVERETT said the bill contained no ap- 
propriation forthe salary of a minister to Mexico. 
Ele asked whether the appropriation of $18,000 of 
the last session for that mission remained unex- 
pended; if expended, we should wish an appropri- 
ation made now. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied that the appropri- 
ation was unexpended, and would be applicable to 
the object for two years. 

When the clause in relation to the salaries of 
public ministers was read, 

Mr. JENIFER wished to know if the appoint- 
ments of ministers to Prussia and Austria had been 
filled up, or if it was in contemplation to do so, be- 
cause, if not, it would be needless to make the ap- 
propriation. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG had been informed, though 
he knew nothing certain about it, that such ap- 
pointments were, or one of them was, in contem- 
plation. p 

After some further conversation in relation to 
some of the other items of the bill, the committee 
rose and reported tne first bill tothe House; when, 

On motion of Mr. HOWARD, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 

Turspay, February 6, 1838. 
TENNESSEE RESOLUTIONS OF INSTRUCTION. 
Mr. GRUNDY ruse and remarked, that he had 

risen to present to the Senate a preamble and reso- 
lutions adopted by the General Assembly of the 
State of Tennessee. By one of these resolutions, 
the Senators are positively instructed, and the 
representatives in Congress from the State are 
requested, “to vote against any law which may 
propose to enforce the Sub-Treasury system of 
finance recommended by the President of the United 
States in his Message to Congress of the 4th day of 
September last.” 
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Mr. G. considered the bill reported by the Fi- 
nance Cominitiee, ond now discussion mM 
this body, as em’: by s resolutic ad, be- 
vars done, and stil! did, im the 
right of instruction by State Legislatures to their 
Senators in Congress, he felt no difficulty in de- 
claring he should comply with the instructions 1D 
good faith, by voting against the bill in all its 
stages. As to questions which may arise In the 
progress of the bill, he should, without advising 
with or consulting any one, give such voles as in 
his judgment ought to be given by a fair and hono- 
rable opponent of the measure. 

Mr. G. further remarked, that he should lose no 
time in informing the members of the General 
A sembly of Tennessee of the course of conduct 
adepted by him on this subject. 

He then moved that the preamble and resolutions 

hould be read, laid upon the table, and printed. 

The resolutions were then read; after which they 
were laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
Secretary of War, transmitting an abstract of the 
general returns of the militia of the United States, 
together with astatement of their arms, equip- 
ments and munitions of War: referred to the 
Committee on the Militia, and ordered to be printed. 

The CIIAIR also communicated a report from 
the War Department, transmitting a report from 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in answer to 
the resolution of the 11th ult. in relation to the In- 
dian boundary, referred to in the act authorizing 
the people of Missouri to form a State Govern- 
ment, which, 

On motion of Mr. LINN, was laid on the table 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of Rich- 

ard B. Masun, praying indemnity for the non-per- 
formance of a contract with him by the Commis- 
sioners: referred to the Committee on Naval Af- 
airs. 
Mr. MERRICK also presented the petition of 
R. C. Hardesty, postmaster at ——, Anne Arun- 
del county, Md. praying to be compensated for ex- 
tra services: referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. McKEAN presented memorials from sun- 
dry citizens of Pittsburg, praying for the esta- 
blishinent of a marine hospital at that place; which 
were referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented four memorials 
from the citizens of Pittsburg, of the same charac- 
ter, which were similarly referred. 

Mr. KING presented the joint memorial of the 
two Houses of the General Assembly of the State 
of Alabama, asking Congress to pass a pre-emp- 
tion law; a law graduating the price of the public 
lands; a law authorizing the relinquishment of the 
16th section of land granted for the use of schools, 
where they may be unproductive, and the location 
of other lands in lieu thereof; and a lawto cede 
he refuse lands to the States in which they lie: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. WEBSTER rose to move that the report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, in answer to the re- 
solution of the Senate, calling for information re- 
specting the amount of the public moneys in the 
Commonwealth Bank, at Boston, be referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

In this report, said Mr. Wessrer, the Secretary 
says that no instructions were ever given by the 
Treasury Department to tender tank notes of any 
denomination to public creditors or officers; and he 
says, at the same time, that it was impracticable 
to pay all the public crediters, especially on the 
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lieving, as he hia 


seaboard, in specie, as sufficient could not be col- 
lected. The law, therefore, has been plainly one 
way, and the practice the other. The act of Con- 
gress says no bills not equivalent to specie shall be 
offered in payment; and I commend this report to 
ithe particular and careful perusal of those who 
suppose they can maintain a specie currency for 
Government, while they sutfer the general paper 
currency of the country to be depreciated. In my 
opinion, the state of things detailed in this report is 
a correci s2:nple, or a foretaste cf what we shal! 
experience, on a large scale, when the Sub-Trea- 
sury bill shall have become law, and 2 nominal 
gnecie currency, for revenue purposes, shall have 
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been established. Although the law now existing 
is precise and positive, that Government officer 
shall pay all public creditors in specie, or bills eqni- 
valent to specie, and shall offer them nothing e' 
yet the Secretary says that it has been impractica- 
ble to obtain specie for this purpose either of the 
banks or the merchants; and this he says at a time 
when there is supposed to be a large quantity of 
specie in the country. Here, then, is exactly such 
a state of things as we propose te establish by Sub- 
Treasuries and an exclusive specie currency. We 
see here precisely how the system will work. 
While there are banks (and banks there will be) 
the specie will inevitably get into the banks; and 
Whenever any disaster happens to the banks, so 
that they suspend specie payments, neither the Go- 
vernment nor the merchants can get the specie out. 
Dues to Government, therefore, will not be receiv- 
ed in specie, and dues from Government will not 
be paid in specie. On the other hand, if the banks 
maintain their credit, and redeem their notes in 
specie on demand, an exclusive specie currency 
will be useless and unnecessary. The result of all 
will be, that an exclusive specie currency will be 
always either unnecessary or impracticable. It 
will be a superfluity or an impossibility. 

The following sums of public money appear, by 
the Secretary’s report, to be now in deposite in that 
bank: 

Ist. The sum standing to the credit of 


the Treasurer of the United States 839,639 
2d. Sam reported as standing to the 

credit of the collector - - - 65,941 
3d. Amounts to the credit of the late 


pension agency - - 
4th. Amount standing to the credit of 
the commissioners for building the cus- 


tom-house - - - - 70,000 
Sth. Amount to the credit of Major 

Craig, Ordnance Department — - . a 119 
6th. Amount tv credit of the Post Of- 

fice Department - - - - 7,644 
7th. Amount to the credit of the Pay- 

master General - - - 346 


° . 5 ror 
Making a total of - - $339,537 

The Secretary represents these deposites to have 
been made, generally, before the suspension of 
specie payments; but that $150,000 was received 
by the bank in October and December last, on 
drafts which had been issued by the Treasury in 
favor of the bank before the suspension. No 
money has been directed to be deposited in the 
bank since the suspension. It is not stated what 
security exists for the payment of this large sum, 
or What is the chance of its payment. 

As to the manner in which the bank paid pen- 
sions and bounties, I find attached to the report a 
letter from the President of the bank, in which he 
says, that “in all cases were the bills of this bank, 
or any other bank, have been paid by this bank to 
pensioners, or their attorneys, they were volunta- 
rily received by them!” ‘The nature of these vol- 
untary receipts of payments, in depreciated paper, 
has been suificiently shown by the letter and the 
affidavit which I have laid before the Senate. ‘The 
affidavit seems not to be deficient in facts. 

The statement is— 

I, Asa Pickering, of Bellingham, in the Commonwealth 
Massachnusetig, residing at present in Boston, as a member of 
the Legislature, on oath do declare and say: That, on the third 
day of October now last past, Tcalled at the office of the Pension 
Agent inthe city of Boston, to receive a pensien due to my fa- 
ther, Benjamin Pickering, for Revolutionary services He al- 
ready had on hand a quantity of the bills of the Commonwealth 
Bank, and instructed me to procure other money, if possible. I 
called, an! was reqnested to step into a room to make the ne- 


cessary affidavu, for which T was charged, and paid in speci 


twenty-five cents. | then received a check tor sixty-thre 


dollars. an | was directed to present the check at the oOppesite 
counts 1 did so, and had tendered to me a fifty dollar bill of 
the Commonwealth Bank; also a ten ond athree dollar bill of 
the same bank. IT declined receiving them, end stated that I 
wane! something bette I !them at least I wanted a lit 

specie LT should like the thirteen dollars in specie. They told 
me IT must take that or nothi I asked them toi the ten or 
the three in apec h were refueed. T then asked at le 

for the twenty-five cents in specie watch T had t paid, and ut 
was refused) [then read one of their bills ta them, and asked 
ithey woul! pay old Revolutioners im nothing butiies. Iwas 
obliged to take their bills, contrary to my wishesa nstruc- 
tions, : ; 


ASA PICKERING. 
This too, isa fair specimen of what will happen 
hereafter, when we shall have, nominally, a sys- 


l tem of exclusive specue payments and receipts. 
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Forty Statutes could not forbid payments of ban} 
notes more distinctly and peremptorily than the 
present law viveois all payments in depreciated ban 
notes, Yet, here itis admitted, both by the dic. 
bursing officers and by the Secretary himself, that 
such depreciated bank notes have been offered in 
payment and received; although the very offering ot 
them, that is, the act of proposing to male pay- 
ments in such notes, is in the teeth of the act » 
Congress. So it will be hereafter. The faw yj!) 
be positive that nothing but gold and silver hall 
be offered; yet paper will be offered, and often ta. 
ken; and just such contests will arise as that wh} 
arises in this case; the Government officers insist. 
ing that the paper was voluntarily received, an 
the party receiviny it, on the other hand, insisting, 
and making oath that he resisted the rec: ipt of it 
as long as he could, and took it at last simply be- 
cause he could get nothing else. I think any man 
must be short-sighted, who does not perceive that 
occurrences of this sort will be constantly happen- 
ing under a system in which the Government uses. 
or pretends to use, one currency, and the people 
another. 

dul, sir, there is another important matter dis- 
closed in this report, to which I wish to call the at- 
tention of the Senate. 

[tis known that during the existence of the Bank 
of the United States, the United Siates pensiv: 
were paid by that bank, without cost or charge. 
and as the bank was a safe depository, no losses 
happened to Government or to individuals. 

When the bank charter expired, Congress was 
called on to make some other provision for paying 
pensions, and the act of April 20, 1836, was 
passed. ‘That act provides that, in future, pay- 
ments of pensions shall be made by such person 
or corporauons, as the Secretary of War may di- 
rect, ‘but no compensation or allowance shal! | 
made to such persons or cor; 
uch payments, without authority of law.” 

This act was passed under that clane of the 
Constitution which authorizes Congress, by law, t» 
vest the appointment of such inferior office: 
they think proper, in the Heads of Depariments. 

Under this law the Secretary of War appointe |! 
these officers, and a list of them has been recently 
sent by him to the Senate. [twill appear from the 
report from the War Department that, like other 
disbursing officers, they have been called on to give 
official bonds; and there is no manner of doabt 
that, to all intents and purposes, they are officers 
under the Government of the United States. 

Lut now to their pay. The act of April 20, 
1836, creating the oftice and providing for the ap- 
pointment of the officer, declares, as I have alrea- 
dy said, that no allowance or compensation shall 
be made to them, without authority of law. Now 
Congress has passed no further Jaw on the subject, 
and yet how stands the matter of their pay? 

It will be remembered that, in 1834, the Presi- 
dent, or Secretary of War, before the bank charte: 
expired, undertook to transfer the pension fund 
from the Bank of the United States to the deposite 
banks ; and on that occasion, those deposite banks 
were told, as will be scen by this report, that, in 
consideration of the benefits which they would de- 
rive from the deposites, no commission or salary 
would be allowed. 

The same course was adopted after the act oi 
1836 passed; so that, from that time to the present, 
pension agents, appointed by the Secretary 0! 
War, «ct their pay by the use of the Government 

tu} And I find, by inquiry at the 


orations for makin 
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funds their hands. 
proper source, that the general rule is, to advance 


the te ry funds six months before they will 
hneede’; so that the agent has the use of the money 
for thes 1; and when the time comes for pay- 
iz it 10 the pensioners, he paysit, and immediate! 
receives a the ‘Treasury an advance for the 
next six months. So that he has, the whole year 


round, the use ofa sum of morey equal to one- 
half the whole annual amount of pensions paid at 
his office. 

For instance, the whole annual amount of pen- 
sions, paid at Boston, is three hundred and twenty 
thousand dollars, or thereabouts. One-half this 
sum is one hundre! and sixty thousand dollars; 
and the agent, as his compensation fer paying the 
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ensions, actually enjoys the use of this sum the 
whole year. 

Suppose the use of the money to be werth six 
per cent. per annum, the compensation thus made 
to the pension agent in Boston is more than nine 
thousand dollars. 

So in New Ilampshire, where there are two pen- 
jon agencies, one at Portsmouth, and one at Con- 
cord. At the Portsmouth agency, thirty-three thou- 
sand dollars, or thereabouts, Is apnuacly paid out. 
The agent, therefore, has usually ou hand the one- 
nalfof this sum, say fifteen thousand tive hundred 
io lars, the interest of which wourd be car a thog- 
nd dolars. 

Atthe Concord pension ofhee, the amount of 

annual payments is sixty six thousand dollars. 
One-half of this sum being usually on han, the 
agent receives, for discharging the duties of bis 
oflice, the use Of that one-half, say of thirty-three 
taousand dollars, which, at the rate of six per 
cent. per.nnum, amounts to nineteen hundred, or 
two thousand dollars. These sums are taken from 
official statements, and I believe are correct; and 
tue other general facts obtained from authentic 
sources. 

It will probably strike the Senate, in the first 
place, that these rates of compensation are exceed- 
ingly large, especially in these days of professed 
economy and reform; and, in the next place, all 
will admit that this mode of making compensation 
is the worst in the world, as it places the funds of 
the Government every day at hazard. How this 
mode of making compensation, or this amount of 
compensation, can be reconciled to the words of the 
act of Congress, which declare that there shall be 
no compensation without authority of law, | hope 
some gentleman will undertake to explain. 

In most cases, but I believe not in ail, the list 
will show these agents are presidents of State banks; 
but the appointments, nevertheless, are personal 
appointments, and the banks themselves are not re- 
sponsible for the agent’s fidelity. As I have alrea- 
dy said, the agents, like other disbursing officers 
of Government, give bonds for the due discharge 
of the duties of their office. I trust, sir, that the 
Committee on Finance will see the necessity of 
some further legal provision on this subject. | 

Since I am speaking on this subject, TL will (said 
Mr. W.) take leave to makea remark or two ona 
personal matter. The Globe of Saturday, still pur- 
suing a course of meddling with the private con- 
cerns of public men, which course, nevertheless, i 
admits is exceedingly despicable, reiterates charzes 
of my having had paper dishonored at this Com- 
monwealth Bank. ‘The obvious object of all this, 
as of the former article, it is evident, is to hold out 
an appearance that I ewe the bank, or have owed 
itin times past. I think it very likely that, by the 
time this statement of the Globe gets a hun:lred 
miles from Washington, it will be so amplified as 
to represent me as an acknowledged debtor to the 
bank to a great amount; and, by the time it 
gets aver the mountains, the fat'ure of the bark 
will be mainly aseribed, very possibly, to its loans 
tome. I repeat, therefore, that I never owed the 
bank a doijlar, so far as I remember, nor ever had 
any pecuniary transaction with it whatever. 

The statement is, that a bill drawn by me, and 
accepted was sent to the bank for collection, and 
not duly paid by the acceptor. It was of course 
retuned upon the drawer, and duly paid and taken 
up by him. All this is very unimportant and in- 
nocent; but it is stated as if with studious design, 
to represent me asa debtor to the bank; whereas, 
inthe first place, the bank had no interest in it 
whatever; and, in the second place, it was duly 
paid by the drawer on the acceptor’s neglect. As 
‘0 any acceptance of my own, sent to ihat bank 
for collection, being protested, I never heard of it, 
tomy knowledge. If such a thing happened, it 
must have been accidental, and owing to some 
mistake as to the day, which was seasonably cor- 
rected. Nor can it be true that any note or bill 

with my nameon it was. handed oy: ‘nother 

ank on the fatlure of this Commonwraiin Bank, 
unless it was some dead note or bill which had 
been already paid to those who were entitled to re- 
ceive payment. This apparent and obvious pur- 
pose of representing me asa debtor to the bank, 
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or as ever having been a borrower at it, is found- 
ed in sheer misrepresentation and falsehood. 

I perceive that the directors, or officers, of this 
bank have been busying themselves to help out the 
Staternents of the Globe; vet no one them says I 
ever owed the banka dollar in the world: they 
might, I think, be better employed. It has been 
stated publicly that these oflicers have helped them- 
selves to loans, from their own bank, to an amouut 
exceeding the amount of all its capital, and then 
failed, bank and all, leaving a prodigious mass ot 
unredeemed paper upon the hands of the public. I 
know not how this may be; but, until the charge 

; cieared up, one should think they might find 
beter employment than in attempting to bolster up 
slanderous imputations against their neighbors, 
and attacking people who have not the misfortune 
to owe them any thing. 

Mr. NILES said he had no intention to interfere 
in the personal contention between the Senator 
from Massachusetts and the Editor of the Globe. 
Ile thought they were very well matched, and both 
quite competent to take care of themselves. He 
wou!d only add, that he was glad to hear that the 
centleman had paid his protested drafts, and that 
the Commonwealth Bank, which appeared to be in 
a bad way, had sustained no loss from that quarter. 
Ilis object in rising was to say that he believed 
the gentleman was misiaken, if he asserted, as he 
(Mr. N.) noderstood him to do, that the pension 
agent at Boston had personally received the benefit 
of the use of the funds which had been advanced 
for the payment of pensions, some months previous 
to the period when they were required for disburse- 
ment. He (Mr. N.) had some knowledge on this 
subject, having been once a director in a deposite 
bank, the president of which was a pension agent. 
The practice was to appoint the presidents of de- 
posite banks agents; but the bank itself was consi- 
dered as the real agent, and the use of the funds 
went to compensate the bank for its expenses in 
performing the pension agency. The president 
was not personally benefited by the funds, or, at 
least, that was the case of the president of the de- 
posite bank in his own State, and to which he had 
referred; and he presumed the practice had been 
uniform, as the directors of that bank applied to 
the Secretary of the Treasury to have a different 
person appointed, which the Secretary declined, 
hat he considered the bank as the real 
azent; that he regarded the president as acting for 
the bank, and that he could not appoint any other 
person. Although the law did not expressly require 
his appointment, yet such had been the practice. 
Mr. N. believed, therefore, that the Senator was 
entirely mistaken in supposing that the pension 
agent had pocketed the benefits of the use of the 
funds remiited to pay pensions. 

In regard to the advancement of pension funds 
some months before they were to be disbursed, it 
was done as a compensation to the bank for its ser- 
vices and the expenses of the pension agent, where it 
had not other funds in deposite sufficient for that 
purpose. The bank could not afford to hire one or 
wo clerks to perform the service for nothing; the 
law contemplated that the bank was to be remune- 
rated by the use of the public moneys. The bank 
to which he had referred, in his own State, incurred 
an expense of something like fifteen hundred dol- 
lars a year, and its receipts from the public revenue 
were merely nominal; and if moneys to be dis- 
bursed were not remitted until they were to be paid 
out, it would have increased this expenditure, 
without any remuneration, directly or indireetly. 
He believed that the law never contemplated this; 
neither did he believe that there was any loss to the 
Treasury, so far as respects the use of the funds, 
as they may as well be in one deposite bank as in 
another, as the Government received nothing for 
them, or not previous to the act of 1836, and under 
that only, in certain contingencies, the allowance 
of two per cent. 

If the Treasury has sustained any loss from this 
practice, it was the result of the deposite system, 
which rested on a faise and dangerous principle. 
He i‘ anked the Senator for bringing this matter 
before the Senate, as it presented a strong case to 
illustrate the dangerous and corrupting tendencies 
of the deposite system. That system was based 
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on the principle of paying for public services by 
the use of the public revenues, and a more perni- 
cious principle could not be conceived. Whether 
the pablic funds are deposited in a National bank, 
or State banks, the principle is the same. He 
hoped the system would be abandoned, and for 
ever, and that we sould return to the early, sim- 
ple, and honest practices of the Gove:tient. Let 
us take care of our own funds, and pay our public 
agents for their services. If the ‘Treasury has sus- 
tained any Joss in the cases referred to by the Sena- 
tor, it has resulted from this preposterous system of 
throwing our funds into the hands of corporations, 
not to be kept, but to be used as a compensation for 
services performed for the Government. How 
can we complain of losses which are the legitimate 
frnits of a bad system? If we allow our moneys 
to be sported with, or used in speculation, and the 
gambling transactions of individuals, can we with 
any justice or propriety complain if they are squan- 
dered and wasted. As we are now about to settle 
the fiscal policy of the Government, he hoped that 
examples like these would not be without their in- 
fluence on the minds of all who had a single eye 
to the safety af the public revenues, and the inte- 
rest of the people. 

Mr. WEBSTER replied, that the law provided, 
in sO many terms, that these pension agents shall 
receive no compensation without provision by law. 
The Senator from Connecticut argued, therefore, 
thal as it was necessary to make the laws, it was 
necessary for the head of the Department to super- 
sede the laws. In the next place, the law provided 
that the Secretary might appoint such persons or 
such corporations as he pleased. But these ap- 
pointments were always personal appointments, 
and the person appointed was an officer of the 
Government, and gave bond for the fulfilment of 
his duty, like any other officer, and as he (Mr. W.) 
understood it, the bank of which he was an officer 
was, in no way, responsible for his good conduct. 
It was a personal affair altogether. This matter 
had nothing to do with the deposite system. All 
he had to say was, that a pension agency was a 
particular appointment, under a particular law. 
The subject was for the attention of Congress, and 
no matter whether the compensation went to a 
bank or to an individual, it was too large. He 
only desired to call the attention of the Commitee 
on Finance to the existing state of things, in order 
that they might apply the remedy. 

Mr. NILES remarked, that he believed there 
was no law providing for the appointment of indi- 
viduals as pension agents, which declared that 
they should perform that service without any com- 
pensation. It there was, it would certainly be a 
very extraordinary law. He believed the fact was, 
that the act incorporating the Bank of the United 
States, required that institution to perform the ser- 
vices of commissioners of loans, among other ser- 
vices, in consideration of receiving the deposites of 
tho Government. When the deposites were re- 
moved from that bank and placed in State institu- 
tions, they were required to perform the same ser- 
vices, and for the like consideration. The act the 
gentleman has read, provides for the appointment 
of either individuals or corporations as pension 
agents, and he believed, that in practice, corpora- 
tions only had been appointed. 

Mr. WEBSTER said that the letter of the Com- 
sioner, fixing the compensaticn which has been 
adopted as the basis of the arrangement, spoke for 
itself. Mr. W. then read the law of the 20ih April, 
1336, before referred to. 

M). NILES rejoined that the law spoke of ‘ per- 
sons or eorporations.”” He was not aware that any | 
other than corporations had been appointed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said this report was quite 
ananomaly. Of the public money $70,000 were 
gone in one sum by this bank; and Mr. C. ob- 
served that early in October, 1836, the Secretary of 
the Treasury had deposited $200,900 with the com- 
missioner fur building the new custom-hous: at 
Boston, and afterwards $50,000 more, making the 
sum of $259,000; and of this sum, wheo the bank 
faiied, there were $70.00 remaining in it. If the 
Senxor from Connecticut was so tenacious ia 
maintaining the uprightness of Treasury manage- 
ment, perhaps he could furnisi svime excuse for 
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this. Here a loss by a deposite and by a disburs- 

ing officer hod been sustained, and the money had 
been two years in his hands. If the $200,000 only 
had been given, there would still have been a loss 
of $20,000; but while the hands of this agent were 
already overflowing with the public money, the 
Government in April gave him $50,000 more; and 
the period, it would be recollected, was a very cri- 
tical one with the banks. Why take this large 
sum of money out of the Treasury, and put it on 
deposite in the hands of any public agent? It might 
be necessary to sustain the bank, but could not be 
necessary to sustain the officer. He was already 
flooded with money, which he couid not expend, 
when the $50,000 were added. And there was a 
loss now by this bank of $70,000. If things were 
managed in this way, Mr. C. did not see occasion 
for a Sub-Treasury bank, or any bank atall. It 
seemed as if this required some remedy. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that, at this rate, to-bor- 
row the language of the Senator from Kentucky, 
(Mr. Critrenpen,) we had very great occasion for 
a Sub-Treasury. He had watched the progress 
of the discussion on this Commonwealth Bank af- 
fair, and it appeared to him that if any arguments 
were wanting to prove the necessity of divorcing 
the Treasury from banks as fiscal agents, what 
they had heard in relation to the proceedings of 
this bank was conclusive. udi alteram partem 
had always been a maxim with him, and therefore 
he would not at present pronounce any opinion 
with regard to the management of that institution, 
or to the conduct of the Treasury Department, 
in advancing to it deposits of public money to 
meet the present pensions. He was glad the mo- 
tion had been made to refer the subject to the 
Committee on Finance, because, by this means, 
justice would be done to all parties. But as long 
as the late system of depositing the public funds 
continued, there would always be the same com- 
plaints that were now made. Place the power in 
the hands of the Secretary of the Treasury to depo- 
sit and withdraw the public funds as his discretion 
may dictate, and suspicion, jealousy, and distrust, 
will always follow his proceedings, whether they be 
right or wrong; and if any future Secretary should 
be dishonest—if he should desire to use the public 
money to elevate himself to the high places of the 
nation, the country could never be safe with such 
a power in his hands. 

After all the clamor which had been raised 
against the Independent Treasury, it was only a 
simple measure to receive from the public debtors 
the amount they owe, to keep it safely in the custo- 
dy of our own responsible officers, and to pay it out 
again to those to whom we are indebted, without 
the agency of such banks as that of the Common- 
wealth. 

It had been said of this bank, that it had loaned 
out all its money to its own directors. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he had heard this, but did 
not state it as of his own knowledge. 

Mr. BUCHANAN continued. He feared that, 
on investigation, other banks would be found to 
have acted in a similar manner. If, said he, you 
want to save the public money for the use of the 
people, and prevent it from becoming the instru- 
ment of Executive influence, you must keep it 
yourselves, under the contro! of the law, until it is 
wanted for the public service. 

He was sorry any thing had been said in the pub- 
lic newspapers that rendered it necessary, in the 
opinion of the Senator from Massachusetts, to de- 
fend himself on that floor. He thought it bad po- 
ley for a member of the Senate to come here and 
defend himself against newspaper attacks; for if he 
did, he would be almost certain to get the worst of 
the bargain. And whether a member was inno- 
cent or not, he thought it better for him to leave 
his defence to his friends out of doors. After all, 
no charge had been made against the Senator from 
Massachusetts, affecting either his honor or his in- 
tegrity. Wehad nearly all, perhaps, been under 
protest at some period of our lives, by accident, or 
from inability to meet our pecuniary engagements 
on the very day they became due. Surely this 
was no crime. 

With respect to the advances to the Common- 
weaith Bank, spoken of by the Senator from Mas- 











CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





sachusetts, he believed it would’ turn ont to be 
nothing swore than this: the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, ha the unlimited control over the funds 
of the Government, has thought it just to place a 
certain portion of them, in advance, on deposite, to 
meet the accruing demands of the pensioners. But 
the Secretary of the Treasury ought to have no 
such power; and he entirely concurred with the Se- 
nator from Massachusetts in the opinion that no 
emolument in the use of the public funds should 
be given to the pension agents, or any other agents 
under the Government. But this was the fault of 
the system, not of the Secretary. We should keep 
our money ourselves, and pay it out to the public 
creditors when due them; and then we should hear 
no such complaints. 

Mr. CLAY said this incidental debate wasa 
little unexpected by him; but as it has come up, 
said he, | will take the opportunity to say a few 
words. The Senator (Mr. Bocuanan) says that 
these astounding disclosures, for so I regard them, 
afford satisfactory proof of the necessity of adopt- 
ing the Sub-Treasury system, alias the Government 
Bank of the United States, which is now before 
the Senate. And what is it he tells us now of the 
favorite system which was adopted in 1834, and 
of which he was then and since the strenuous ad- 
vocate? He says now it is dangerous, and the 
Senator from Connecticut (Mr. Nives) says it is 
corrupting, and that itis not thought worthy of 
confidence. But why this discrepancy? Why, 
when the member and his friends had rejected a 
system and an institution which for near half a 
cen'ury had taken care of the public money with- 
out the loss of a single cent—why, when that faith- 
ful institation was discarded, did they resort to this, 
which he now calls unsafe and corrupting? Sir, 
having found that the system which they adopted 
three years ago has failed, they are now for giving 
us another of their prescriptions, which we must 
take from these same doctors, although their for- 
mer prescription failed, which was the grand 
eatholicon in 1834. And in three years more, 
they will call this new system, which they now 
want to force upon us, just as unsafe and corrupt- 
ing as the former. 

Sir, who are these Sub-Treasurers, and what 
satisfaction have we that they will be angels, pure, 
faithtul, and always acting with fidelity and ad- 
vantage to the finances of the country? If rumor 
does not misinform us, we are already in the way 
to lose millions in the hands of individuals. And 
will the same individuals do better under this new 
system? No, sir, under no system whatever; and 
some three years hence we shall find those who are 
now denouncing their own experiment, again de- 
nouncing this their other experiment. Sir, I ask, 
how can you expect that an individual should have 
half a million of the public money in his hands, 
without danger of his helping himself or his 
friends at the public expense? When this new 
experiment shall prove a failure, as fail it will, if 
we adopt it, we shall then have some other experi- 
ment to delude and deceive the credulity of the 
American people Give me no more of these 
Sub-Treasury schemes, no more of these experi- 
ments, these nostrums. 

Sir, (said Mr. C.) when TI entered the Senate 
this morning, my ears were delighted with a sound 
which came from a quarter quite unexpected. The 
Senator (Mr. Grunpy) got up, with his instruc- 
tions in his hand, and ina manly manner declared 
that he would conform to those instructions. — Sir, 
I hope they will be conformed to by others in this 
Senate. Some of my friends do not hold that they 
are bound to obey such instructions; and they 
therefore acted with perfect consistency—declined 
to conform to them. I (said Mr. C.) am among 
the number who, with certain qualifications, do 
hold to the doctrine of instruction. Let these who 
hold to the doctrine act consistently. Let instruc- 
tions come; and I hope, if the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania receives his, he will be guilty of no eva- 
sion, but meet them boldly, and either obey them, 
or resign and go home, and leave his place to one 
that will conform. And the Senator from New 


York, too, if am not misinformed, when he was 

asked what was to be done in relation to his col- 

league, replied, instruct him; if I am correctly in- 
. 
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formed, such was his language. I hope the in. 
structions will come, and come I am confident they 
will, from that source which gentlemen of t 


say they are bound to obey—from the Soni os 
the representatives of the people. And Virginia 
too; but, sir, I believe the party there is a hung 
jury; however, at the next election the people w ill 
order a venire de novo against the Sub-Treasury 
And in the State from which the Senator (Mr. 
Grunpy) this morning presented the resolutions in 
the Legislature of that State the instructions were 
adopted by a majority approximating to unanimity. 
In the Senate of that State there 18 to 7, and in 
the House of Representatives 39 to 19—39! the 
Mosaic law—forty save one—and very properly 
applied to such a system as this Sub-Treasury 
project. And the great leading State of the Wes: 
that State to whose opinions we are all disposed t) 
bow with respect—she, too, declares her opinions 
in very intelligible language. How will her Sena- 
torsact? Sir, I will answer for myself, that if 
instructions came from the Legislature of my State 
against this Sub-Treasury scheme, I pledge my 
word that I will conform to them. (A laugh.) 

On the whole (said Mr. C.) I think the Senator 
from Pennsylvania can draw no conclusicns of 
comfort from these transactions at Boston. It ap- 
pears to me,on the contrary, that this system 
which three years ago was to give perilect securiiy 
to the public money, and to give us, too, a far bet- 
ter currency, having failed,I think, when the Sub- 
Treasury comes to replace it, millions will be lost, 
where one dollar was lost even by that now ex- 
ploded system. 

Mr. WRIGHT observed that his purpos in 
rising was principally to remove from the honora- 
ble Senator from Virginia the embarrassment jn 
which he was placed by this incidental diseu. jon. 
We seem, said Mr. W. to be passing into what 
may becume a protracted incidental debate; and 
having had his speech, on repeated occasions, 
suspended in the same way that the gentleman’s 
now was, he wou!d not himself prolong the discus- 
sion. He had, however, one word to say in reply 
to the Senator from Kentucky, and b~ would not 
say that word if it was not a personal affair to him- 
self, and necessary to give a refutation to tie un- 
founded report which had found iis way iato some 
of the newspapers, of some remarks of his in refer- 
ence to his colleague. He was obliged, thereivre, 
to the Senator from Kentucky for bringng this re- 
port before hin; for, as it was not his hab. wo en- 
ter into conflict with the editors of wewspaprrs, he 
had not before an opportunity of giving the report 
a public refutation. He would now, therefore, say 
that the whole story was entirely false from begin- 
ning toend. If he had ever done his colleague, 
personally or politically, any unkind act, it was 
wholly unintentional and without his knowledge. 
He knew that it had been reported, and he believed 
he had seen the report, that, on his passage home 
from this place in October last, he drew up resolu- 
tions to instruct his colleague; but ne tock the 
oceasion to say that the whole matter was abso- 
lutely false. He now asked the Senate to pass 
over the question before them, in order to allow the 
Senator from Virginia (Mr. Rives) an opportnnity 
of going on with his argument on the Sub-Treasury 
bill. 

Mr. PRESTON moved to lay the subject under 
discussion on the table. 

Mr. BUCHANAN was agreed to the motion 
with regard to the position of the Senator from 
Virginia, (Mr. Rives,) but, as he always endea- 
vored to pay his debts promptly, he had rather do 
so now. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Paeston’s 
motion, and it was carried. 

The Independent Treasury bill was then taken 
up; when 

Mr. RIVES resumed his speech begun yester- 
pay, and concluded, after occupying the floor till 
near 4 o’clock. 

Mr. HUBBARD intimated his intention to ad- 
dress the Senate on the subject, and submitted an 
amendment to amend the text of the bill pro- 
viding that all payments to be made from the Trea- 
sury Department, shall be by the drafts of the 
Treasurer of the United States, upon warrants 
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drawn on him, (according to the present usage of | 
the Department,) and further fixing the rate of 
compensation to be paid to the clerks provided for | 
in the bill. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said, the gentleman | 
from New Hampshire has intimated his intention 
to address the Senate on this subject to-morrow, 
and has brought forward an amendment. There | 

is a point in regard to this bill, which has attracted 
my attention very particularly, and I wish now to | 
mention it, that his atteation may be drawn that 

1 was very much struck, en reading the first sec- || 
tionof the bill, at the extraordinary divplay of skill || 
manifested by those financiers who are to lead the | 
‘ountry by this measure out of all its difficulties. | 
The Senator from New York, (Mr. Wriasr,) in | 
the course of the address with which he favored the | 
Senate, stated the remarkable fact that, from the 

rigin of the Government to the present time, there || 
had been no designation of a Treasury of the United 
States, thatis, of no particular buildings, rooms, 
or vaults, which were necessary to constitute a | 
Treasury; and that in this bill this defect was re- 
medied by providing that certain rooms in ths new 
building, now in a course of erection in this city, 
are to be declared by law to be the Treasury of the | 
United States. 

[had supposed (continued Mr. C.) that the 
‘Treasury of these United States and the treasure 
were identical; and that wherever was the treasure, | 
whether in custom-houses, in banks, or any where || 
else, there also was the Treasury. If, for exam- | 
ple, a part of the public money was in the hands | 
of the Barings of Londons, or the Hopes of Am- 
sterdam, it would be still in the Treasury, just as 
much as if it were in vaultsin the city of Washe- | 
ington. But it seems the Senator from New York | 
has made another dissovery, in addition to the ne- || 
cessity for rooms, vauits, strong bexes, safes, or | 
old cupboards, in which to keep secure the public | 
money; and that is, that it is also necessary that 
there should be some particular place to be regard- 
edas the Treasury. 

I draw the attention of the Senate to this, that | 
ihey may see what results must follow. The Con- |} 
sutution has provided that no money shall be drawn 
from the Treasury but in pursuance of previous |} 
appropriations made by law, and whatever is in | 
the Treasury, in the meaning of the Constitution, 
cannot be drawn from it except by process of law 
under the Constituuon. Bat (said Mr. C.) for || 
whatever is icithout the Treasury, there is no con- 
slitntional provision; they may draw it out at their 
discretion, and send it any where, or dispose of it 
as they please. 

And what farther is there? All the money which 
will be placed in the Treasury provided by this 
bill will be the litle that will be collected or scraped 
together in this District of ten miles square; and 
this, of consequence, will be the whole amount 
which will be snbject to the constitutional provi- | 
sion to which I have referred. All that is in New | 
York, where a moiety of the public revenue is col- | 
lected—all that is in Boston, Philadelphia, Batlti- 
more, New Orleans, constitnting nearly the whele 

(the sctual treasure of the United States, is ex- | 
cluded from the Treasury by the bill, and accord- | 
ing to the Senator from New York, will be all | 
‘placed without the power of the law and the Con- | 
stuntion, and may be disposed of by the Secretary 
and ‘Treasurer as they may think proper. I saw | 
this (said Mr. C.) as soon as [read it, and nume- | 
rous other things alike objectionable, which I will | 
not notice now. But that the Treasury is to be | 
limited to the ten miles square, and to the misera- 
bie gleanings to be found in this District, can there 

ve any thing more preposterous? 

There were other defects in the bill, and other 
amendments had been offered, but I did not care 
about voting upon them. On the stock-jobbing 
section, for instance, (said Mr. C.) which the Sena- 
tor trom South Carolina (Mr. Catnoun) moved to 
Strike out, I did not vote on that; and why? The 
whole measure is so hideous, so monstrous, that it 
is incapable of being placed in any form that would 
command my approbation; and I could not think it 
proper in any shape whatever. 

But I had another reason (said Mr. C.) for ta- 


king no partin the motion of the Senator from 
South Carolina to strike out that section. The Se- 
nator from New York (Mr. Wricnr) opposed the 
motion; the Chancellor of the Exchequer differed 
from the new Premier of the Administration on 
this point, and I wanted to see how the party would 
vote; I wished to see how the household troops 
would move; which they would follow; the Cnan- 
cellor or the Premier. Sir, the Chancellor was 
left in a minority, and, according to the usage of 
the Governmen from which we derive much of our 
political system, and our customs, the Chancellor 
ougit immediately to have thrown up the seals. 

The amendmeats of Mr. HUBBARD being 
agreed to— 

The Senate went into the consideration of Execu- 
tive business— 

After which, it adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepwnespay, February 7, 1838. 
Mr. BYNUM was announced as having been 
appointed to fill the vacancy of Mr. Ciaizorne on 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


Select Committee on the subject of purchasing Gilbert 
Stewart’s original portrails of the first five Presi- 
dents of the United States. 

*.Messrs. CUSHING, of Massachusetis. 
RICHARDSON, of South Carolina. 
GARLAND, of Louisiana. 

HUNTER, of Virginia. 
HOFFMAN, of New York. 
Reports from committees were then called for. 
CLAIMS. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of Tennessee reported a bill 

for the relief of Abel A. Parks and others. 
COMMERCE. 

Mr. SMITH reported a supplement to the re- 
port on the number, compensation and duties of 
custom-house officers, and also a resolution that 
2000 extra copies of the whole report, documents, 
and bill on the same subject be printed, which was 
concurred in. 

REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 

Mr. EWING reported a bill granting a pension 
to Martha Strong. 

When the Committee on the Expenditures of the 
Post Office Department was called upon, 

Mr. WISE begged to inquire of the chairman of 
that committee, (Mr. Cuitps, of New York,) whe- 
ther that committee had had any meeting, or pro- 
posed to do so, or contemplated inaking any report 
at all, or if they had discharged any of the duties 
belonging to them, this session? 

Mr. Cuitps not being in his seat, no response 
was given to Mr. Wise’s inquiry. 

PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 

Mr. HARLAN reported Senate bill entitled “An 
act to provide for the legal adjudication and settle- 
ment of the claims to land of Baron Pastrop, 
Marguis de Baton Rouge, and others, in Louisi- 
ana, and sundry persons in Arkansas,” with a re- 
commendation that the same do not pass, and 
moved is commitment to a Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana moved its recom- 
mitment to the Committee on Private Land Claims; 
which, after a few words in support of the motion 
by Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, was agreed to. 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia, on leave, submit- 
ted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
authorized to employ as many temporary clerks 
as shall be necessary to enable him to report, during 
the present session, the correspondence called for by 
a resolution of this House of the 12th day of Oc- 
tober last, in relation to public defaulters. 

Mr. G. gave asareason for offering this resolution, 
the fact that the Secretary of the Treasury had not 
sufficient force in the Depariment to compiy with 
the call. 

Mr. WISE begged the fact to be noted that the 
number of the public defaulters was so great that 
it is necessary to adopt this resolution to make out 
a list of them. 

Mr. McKAY presumed when the gentleman got 
the information, it would not present such a for- 

midable list of defaulters as he contemplated. 

Mr. McK. was not opposed to the object of this 


resolution, but he objected to its form, since under 
it the Secretary of the Treasury might appoint as 
many clerks as he pleased, without authority of 
law; andif this were once conceded, it might be 
augmented to any amount. It was violative, in its 
present form, of every principle of constitutional 
law. 

Mr WISE suggested that, in order to render the 
resolution unexceptionable to his friend from North 
Carolina, it be made in the form of a joint resola- 
tion. 

Mr. McKAY added that the list of defaulters 
was already complete, and the object of his friend 
from Virginia (Mr. GarRLAND) was to procure the 
correspondence between the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury and receivers and collectors. 

Mr. GARLAND nodded his assent. 

Mr. WISE understood the resolution of the late 
Special session, calling for the number of defaulters, 
he did not remember its exact terms, had not been 
complied with, and that the head of the Treasury 
Department wanted additional force to enable him 
to answer it. 

Mr. GARLAND would say nothing about what 
the document would, or would not, disclose. Of 
that he should be prepared to speak when the dis- 
closures were made, and he now asked nothing or 
sought nothing but what every member of the 
House might desire, and that was, to ascertain 
what was the true state of the mode of collecting 
and disbursing the public money by the agents of 
the Government. The resolution, in addition to 
the response already furnished to the House, called 
for the correspondence of the three years of "35, °6, 
and °37, andthe Secretary had reported a list of 
the defaulters, the amountof their defaications, and 
the steps taken to recover them, but the Solicitor 
of the Treasury said he could not comply with the 
latter part of the resolution, because the corre- 
spondence was sv extensive, and his force inade- 
quate. 

Mr. G. stated that he did want to show one 
fact, viz: that there had been more loss, and more 
embarrassment from conducting the public 
finances through individual agency than through 
the State banks. 

Mr. G. then modified his resolution, by adopt- 
ing it to the form of a joint resolution, and it was 
read twice, the question being on its third reading. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said he did not rise to op- 
pose the resolution, for, on the other hand, he should 
give it his most cordial support; but on this inves- 
tigation about public defalcations, he would call the 
attention of the gentleman from Virginia, and the 
members of the House on all sides, to the document 
already published in pursaance of his resolution. 

A more complete libel upon dead men never was 
published by order of Congress. For one, he was 
not altogether sorry that this document had been 
published, because they had been in the habit of 
publishing withoutexamination, and it might make 
them more cautious in future. Let any geatleman 
peruse this repurt, and he would find a record in it 
of every defaulter from the origin of the Govern- - 
ment to the present time, not one half of whom 
were defaulters, and a large proportion of whom 
were in their graves. Upon the adjustment, too, 
of most of those accounts at the Treasury, those 
balances of a hundred and two hundred thousand 
dollars had not only been, ina majority of cases, 
reduced to nothing, but, upon a final settlement, it 
was found that the Government itself was in debt. 
And yet the House had sent five thousand copies 
of this libel abroad to the world, impugning the 
characters of dead men of the highest respectability, 
who never owed the Goverament a dollar. 

In proof of this, Mr. C. adduced the instance of 
the district attorney at Philadelphia, (Mr. Inzger- 

sool,) who was represented to be a defaulter for up- 
wards of $75,000, when the fact was, that on the 
final decision of the court, only $3,000 was found 
to be due by him, and he had vouchers in his pos- 
session, ruled out by the court, because not pre- 
viously presented to the Treasury, for $7,599, 
thereby making him a creditor, instead of a debtor 
to the Government. This great balance had ap- 
peared against him from the practice of the Go- 
vernment in charging the district attorneys with 
the bonds, whether they were paid or not. 
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The same erroneous impression, too, had been 
been made in reference to a late collector at New 
York. Upwards of $55,000 was charged against 
him, whereas he did not owe a solitary dollar, so 
far as Mr. C. knew; and this balance was still 
standing, after twenty years. He had cited these 
twe facts to gentlemen on all sides, that they would 
not, in the pursuit of one object, inflict a stab 
through the ribs of men as honest as ever lived, 
and that the public might be aware of the nature of 
the document. 

Mr. GARLAND knew nota single individual 
when he moved his resolution, but there would 
enough be shown to prove the system of individual 
agency a bad one. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG. Not more so than under 
the Bank of the United States, or the gentleman’s 
own system. 

Mr. GRAVES had some objection, on the ground 
of the expense, for the printing would probably co- 
ver some five or six thousand pages. 

After some further remarks from Messrs. REED, 
McKENNAN, CAMRRELENG, SMITH, and 
E. WHITTLESEY, the House, without taking 
the question, passed to the orders of the day. 

EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 

A Message, in writing, was received from the 
President of the United States, by the hands of his 
private secretary, ApranamM Van Buren, esq. com- 
municating a report of the causes which have de- 
layed the sailing of the Exploring Expedition. 

Mr. CUSHMAN moved to lay the Message and 
documents ou the table, and that they be printed. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved the printing of 10,000 
extra copies; but it was objected to. 

Mr. MALLORY moved their reference to a se- 
lect committee. 

Mr. HAYNES moved the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

The moticn to lay on the table prevailed. 

Mr. WISE gave notice that, as soun as it was in 
order to do so, he should move to take this subject 
from the table, in order that it might be duly inves- 
tigated. 

NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. 

In pursuance of the nolice given on yesterday 
by Mr. EVANS, as stated in the proceed- 
ings of that day, the House took up the message 
from the President of the United States on the sub- 
ject of the Northeastern boundary, etc. 

Mr. EVANS said that before he proceeded he 
should ask leave to introduce a bill— 

The CHAIR said it was not now in order to do 
this. 

Mr. EVANS said he had stated at an early part 
of this session, thathe would ask leave to bring in 
a bill on thissubject. If it was not now in order 
to do so by the rule, he should ask the general con- 
sent of the House to do so; and if leave was not 
granted, he would then move to refer the subject to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, with instruc- 
tion to report the bill he referred to. He now asked 
the general consent of the House to submit a mo- 
tion for leave to introduce a bill. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. EVANS then moved to refer the message of 
the President to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
with instructions to report the following bill: 

A BILL to provide for surveying the northeast- 
ern boundary line of the United States, according 

to the provisions of the treaty of peace of 1783. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That the President of the United States 
cause the boundary line between the United States 
and the adjacent British provinces from the source 
of the St. Croix river, directly north to the high- 
lands which divide the waters that fall into the 

Atlantic ocean, from those which fall into the 
river St. Lawrence, thence along said highlands 
from the northwest angle of Nova Scotia to the 
northwesternmost head of Connecticut river, as 
particularly defined in the treaty of peace, con- 
cluded at Paris, the third day of September, 
seventeen hundred and eighty-three, to be accu- 
rately surveyed and marked, and suitable monu- 
ments to be erected thereon, at such points as may 
be deqwed necessary and important. 

See. 2. dnd be & Aorther enacted, That for th 


purposes aforesaid, the President be, and is hereby 
authorized, if in his judgment it shall be necessary, 
in addition to the services of the corps of Topo- 
graphical Engineers, to appoint, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, one commissioner 
and one surveyor, who shall perform such duties 
respectively as may be assigned to them by the 
President, and who may employ such assistants un- 
der the direction of the President, as shall be neces- 
sary, and who shall make an exact return of their 
proceedings to the President, together with a correct 
map of the country over which said line passes, 
exhibiting the prominent points of its topography, 
and the location of the works and monuments by 
them made and erected. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the com- 
pensation of said commissioner and surveyor shall 
be respectively at the rate of — dollars per 
annum. 

Mr. EVANS begged leave to assure the House 
that it was not his disposition to take up the time of 
the House in a discussion of this matter, if his duty 
would permit him to do so. He should, however, 
consider that he would be wanting in the duty he 
owed to the State of Maine, if he neglected to take 
the first opportunity which presented itself of 
bringing this important subject to the consideration 
of the National Legislature. He would now say 
that he had most sedulously sought an opportunity 
of bringing this matter to the consideration of the 
Heuse. He was the more anxious to bring 
the matter to the consideration of the House, 
because the subject had never been discussed, 
and was but little understood in this House, 
or in the other branch of the National Legislature, 
and because it was a question of the most deep and 
abiding interest to the States of Maine and Massa- 
chusetts. It had been alluded to in the Message of 
the President of the United States as an important 
subject, and it was considered by him in his Mes- 
sage as a matter of great surprise that this Govern- 
ment had been organized for half a century, and 
yet does not know its own limits. Now, he wished 
to bring to the notice cf the House a proposition 
for the purpose of accelerating the movements 
of the General Government towards a settle- 
ment of the question. The object of the bill 
he had brought to the notice of the House was to 
take one step, on the part of our Government, to- 
wards a final settlement of this question to the sa- 
tisfaction of all parties. He desired the legislative 
power of the country to come to the aid of the 
Executive in relation to this matter, and the object 
he had in view by the bill was to bring the two 
Houses of Congress to sustain and aid the Execu- 
tive in the settlement of this question. He begged 
leave here to say that this measure was not a mea- 
sure of his alone, but it was a measure of the peo- 
ple and State of Maine. It was not a measure 
required by him alone, but it was required and 
called for by the Legislature of the State of Maine. 
It was called for by resolutions of that Legis- 
lature, now lying upon the tables of members, and 
these resolutions ask the General Government to 
do the identical thing proposed by the bill he had 
introduced. It had also been urged upon the Ge- 
neral Government by the Governor of the State of 
Maine. He must say, in relation to this matter, 
that he had cause to complain of the neglect of the 
General Government towards the State of Maine. 
He had to make complaint of the General Go- 
vernment in not protecting the citizens of the State 
of Maine from wrongs committed against them by 
a foreign Government. 

In making there complaints, he made them in the 
name of the State of Maine, for he had been long 
enough here to learn that when complaints of this 
kind were made, they were generally set down to 
some political hostility to the Administration. This 
matter, however, was not a political matter, as all 
branches of the Government of the State of Maine, 
made these complaints. A Democratic Governor, 
a Democratic Legislature, and Democratic public 
journals had made these complaints; and this 
showed that it was no political question, as all par- 
tres concurred in relation to the matter. He trust- 
ed, therefore, that these complaints would not be 
looked upon as being caused by political feeling. 

Mr. E, then went into a very lengthy detail 








with respect to the northeastern boundary line 
and the correspondence between the two Govern. 
vernments in relation to the same, for the purpose 
of showing that the boundary claimed by the Go- 
vernment of the United States was the 
boundary. 

Before Mr. E. had concluded, he gave way to 
Mr. Lincotn, for a motion to adjourn, who, how- 
ever withdrew the motion at the request of 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia, on whose motion 
the bill from the Senate “to prevent the abatement 
of suits and actions now pending, in which the late 
Bank of the United States has been a party,” was 
read twice, and committed to the Committee on 
the Judiciary 

The Senate bill to establish a new collection dis. 
trict in the State of Mississippi, at Vicksburg, was 
twice read, and, on motion of Mr. SMITH, com- 
mitted to the Committee on Commerce. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, and by the 
general consent of the House, the bill making ap- 
propriations for the payment of Revolutionary and 
other pensioners of the United States, for the year 
1838, was put upon its third reading; and, after 
some explanatory remarks between Messrs. 
BELL, CAMBRELENG, CURTIS, WISE, and 
HAYNES, 

On motion of Mr. DAWSON, 

The House adjourned. 

IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, February 7, 1838. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT communicated to th, 
Senate a report from the Secretary of War, in obe- 
dience to a resolution of the 26th ult. containing the 
number of hostile Creek Indians, as estimated by the 
commanding general, and from data in the olflice 
of the Commissioner of Indian’ Affairs. 

Also, from the same Department, a report in 
obedience to a resolution of the Senate of the 5th 
inst. containing surveys of Milwaukie and other 
rivers in Wisconsin Territory. 

These were laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

The following petitions and memorials were pre- 
sented and referred: 

By Mr. McKEAN: A memorial of the delegates 
now assembled at Philadelphia to alter the State 
Constitution, praying Congress to adopt measures 
to improve the Alleghany river from Pittsburg, in 
the State of Pennsylvania, to Olean Point, in the 
State of New York: ordered to be printed. 

3y Mr. MOUTON: From thecollector at Frank- 
lin, Louisiana, praying the erection of certain light- 
houses and certain improvements in navigation. 

By Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky: From citizens of 
Philadelphia, praying the completion of the United 
States frigate Raritan. [Mr. C. expressed the 
hope that the Committee on Naval Affairs would 
act speedily on this subject, and report ore way or 
the other. The winter was rapidly passing off, 
and if any thing should be done, the earlier the 
better. } 

By Messrs. NICHOLAS, LINN, and PUCHA- 
NAN, on individual claims. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported a bill to abolish the United States 
Circuit Court at Huntsville, Mississippi, and for 
other purposes: read twice, and ordered to be en- . 
grossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. NORVELL, a call was or- 
dered cn the Secretary ef the Treasury for state- 
ments as to the amount of revenue lost to the Go- 
vernment in consequerce of the non-payment 0! 
duty bonds on imported articles, in 1837-8, with 
the names of the delinquents. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, a call was ordered 
on the Secretary of War, and inquirfes in relation 
to acertain report on the boundary line, &c. of Ai- 
kansas. 


true 





OREGON TERRITORY. 

Mr. LINN, of Missouri, on leave, introduced a 
bill authorizing the occupation of the Columbia or 
Oregon river, [establishing a Territory north of 
latitude 42 degrees, and west of the focky Moun- 
teins, to be called the Oregon Territory; authorizing 
the establishment of a fort on that river, and the 
eccupation of the country by the military force of 
the United States; establishing a port of entry, 
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and requiring that the country should then be held 
subject to the revenue laws of the United States; 
with an appropriation of $50,000.) 

The bill having been read twice, Mr. LINN 
moved to refer it to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. He expressed his regret that some other 
Senator had not moved in this matter; he had failed 
in his endeavors to that effect, and had in conse- 
quence now presented the subject himself as one of 
great importance. There was reason to apprehend 
that if this Territory should be neglected, in the 
course of five years it would pass from eur posses- 
sion. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentuclzy said he thought the 
Senator and the committee would do well to make 
inquiries as to the stipulations of the present treaty 
with Great Britain, and whether we could occupy 
this country now without giving cause of offence. 
The country had been taken possession of by Great 
Britain, in contravention of the treaty of Ghent. 
There was a clause in that treaty, or rather a word, 
which was intended to cover this identical case, 
connected with the Oregon, and which covered no 
other case. It was founded on these circumstances: 
A settlement had been made on the Oregon by Mr. 
Astor, and the establishment was called Astoria. 
During the war it was taken possession of by a 
British armed vessel. In the stipulation of the 
mutual surrender by the two countries of places 
taken during the war, Mr. C. had introduced the 
word “possession” as descriptive of the hold which 
we had on the Oregon country prior to the war. 
Mr. C. hoped the treaty would be examined before 
any decisive step should be taken on this subject. 

Mr. LINN said he was aware of that provision, 
and it was his intention that the inquiry should be 
made. He designed to get all the information he 
could on the subject, and Jay it before the com- 
mittee or the Senate, that the Senate might make 
such modifications of the bill as they might think 
proper, He wished the bill to be made as perfect 
as it could be. 

Mr. LYON remarked that he knew of one of 
his constituents being desirous of going west of the 
Rocky Mountains for the purpose of settling and 
carrying ona farm. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that he was very glad 
that his friend from Missouri had moved in this 
business; and he had done himself injustice when 
he said it might have been moved more appropri- 
ately by another person. The time had come 
when we ought to assert ourright to the Oregon 
country, or abandon it forever. We know, by in- 
formation received from an agent of the Govern- 
ment, that the Hudson Bay Company were esta- 
blishing forts in that quarter, cutting down the 
timber and conveying it to market, and acquiring 
the allegiance of the Indian tribes; and while they 
had been thus proceeding, we had patiently looked 
on during a long period of years. Our right ought 
to be now asserted; but it should be done in a pru- 
dent and delicate manner. We were obliged by 
the treaty to give ayear’s notice. The time had 
arrived to settle this question, and there were too 
many such questions unsettled with the British 
Government already. While we should be care- 
ful to violate no treaty stipulations, we ought 
promptly to assert our right to this country. 


Mr. BENTON urged the propriety of having 
this subject referred to a select committee, of which 
his colleague should be the chairman: he knew of 
no one better qualified. 


Mr. LINN, after some demurring, assented, 
withdrew his motion of reference to the Military 
Committee, and the subject was referred to a select 
committee of five, of which the Vice Presipent 
was authorized to make the appointment. 


On motion of Mr. PRESTON, the resolution 
offered by him, authorizing the Joint Library Com- 
mittee to cause the Madison papers to be printed 
and published, was taken up, changed to the form 
of a Joint resolution of both Houses, on the sugges- 
tion of Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, read twice, and, 
after some conversation, it was referred, on motion 
of Mr. SEVIER, to the Committee on the Library. 

The bill to prevent the abatement of suits and 
actions now pending, to which the kate United 
States Bank is a party, and 
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The bill to establish a new collection district in 
Mississippi, at Vicksburg, 

Were severally read a third time, and passed. 

The resolution for an inquiry as to placing the 
staff officers of the Revolution on the same footing, 
as to grants of land, with the officers of the line, 
was taken up, and agreed to. 

INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bil! 
imposing additional duties as depositaries on public 
Officers in certain cases, etc.—the question being 
on Mr. Rives’s substitute for the bill. 

Mr. HUBBARD spoke at large on the subject, 
in favor of the bill, and in reply to Mr. Rives; 
and, before he concluded, he gave way for a mo- 
tion of adjournment, and 

The Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, February 8, 1838. 
Reports from committees were called for. 
REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Connecticut reported 
the following, viz: 

Bill for the relief of Eleanor Clark. 

Bill for the relief of Marcy Richards. 

Bill for the relief of Francis Chandler. 

JUDICIARY. 

Mr. ROBERTSON reported, with an amend- 
ment, Senate bill entitled ‘‘an act to prevent the 
abatement of suits and actions now pending, to 
which the late Bank of the United States may be 
party.” 

The amendment was in the foliwing words: ‘‘or 
which may be pending on the 4th day of March 
next.” 

Mr. R. moved the third reading of the bill. 

Mr. ADAMS inquired if the attention of the 
committee had been drawn to the fact, how far it 
was competent to commence suits after the 4th of 
March next. 

Mr. ROBERTSON replied that that question had 
been presented to, and discussed in the committee, 
but they had refused to amend it further for fear of 
jeopardising the speedy passage of the bill in the 
Senate. 

Mr. ADAMS expressed a wish that an additional 
section to that effect be engrafted on the bill, for as 
it stood, it led to the impression that ail suits 
commenced against the Bank of the United States, 
and not terminated on the 3d of March next would 
be, ipso facto, abated, and the bank thereby relieved 
from all responsibility of redeeming the reissue of 
the old bills, after the two years allowed to wind 
up its affairs from the expiration of the charter. | 

Mr. ROBERTSON said it was not understood 
by the committee to be the intention or effect of 
this bill to decide that suits pending on the 4th of 
March, by, or against the bank, would or would 
not abate. The bill had been prepared in the abun- 
dance of caution, and was considered a matter of 
such importance, as to require its immediate 
passage by the House, leaving the question of in- 
Suituting suits against the bank, after the 4th of 
March, to be submitted at another time. He would 
suggest to the gentleman from Massachusetts to 
suffer this bill to pass, and to introduce a resolu- 
tion requiring the Committee on the Judiciary to 
take into consideration the subject of extending the 
time. 

Mr. ADAMS explained his motive to be to se- 
cure the creditors of the bank, which, by implica- 
tion, at least, appeared to be lost sight of by this 
bill. He desired to see some act of Congress put- 
ting it in the power of the creditors of the bank to 
recover their claims against it, and he thought it 
better to recommit the bill. 

Mr. CILLEY stated that he had not had an op- 
portunity of giving this bill that full examination 
its importance required, for the committee had been 
suddenly called together, on a day different from 
their ordinary days of meeting, and had come to a 
very hasty determination. Mr. C. addressed the 
House at some length, and concluded by express- 
ing his accordance with the suggestion of Mr. 
Apams, to recommit the bill. 

Mr. LOOMIS stated that he most heartily con- 
curred with the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
(Mr. Apams,) in the ebject sought to be obtained 










































by him—the security of the holders of the bills of 
the late Bank of the United States, issued by the 

present bank; but he doubted whether the object 

could be attained, as suggested by that gentleman, 

by an act authorizing suits at law to be com- 

menced against the bank after the final expi- 

ration of the time to which its corporate exist- 

ence had been limited to enable it to close its af- 

fairs, and which would take place on the 4th of 

March next. Nosuit could be instituted against a 

corporation after it hadexpired. It had a mere le- 

gal existence, and, by the expiration of its charter, 

it became defunct—there was no longer any thing to 

sue or be sued; but surely some remedy must be 

adopted to secure the holders of bills issued (he 

thought the circumstances would justify the ex- 
pression) fraudulently issued by the present Bank 

of the United States, and which she was not liable 

to pay. Well might the bill-holders ask, who is 
liable to pay these bills? He had, within a few 

days past, received a letter from one of his consti- 
tuents—a highly respectable citizen—stating that 

there had been recently paid out in that vicinity 

$40,000 of the bills of the old Bank of the United 

States for the produce of the country, and stating 

that the people were getting alarmed in respect to 

them, and were anxious to know to whom they 

were to look to redeem them, and asking his 

opinion and advice as to whom the people were 
to look for their redemption. What answer 
could be made to such an inquiry?) The only re- 
medy he could conceive, was for some person or 
corporation who had, by purchase or otherwise, 
acquired a sufficient amount to warrant the ex- 
pense, to institute proceedings in chancery in the 
United States courts, to have a receiver appointed, 
to reduce the assets of the old bank into money, 
and pay off its liabilities. He was certainly not 
disposed to continue the existence of the charter of 
that bank, which he had shown would be necessary 
in order to make it subject to actionsat law. ;As he 
understood the matter, the funds aud property of 
old bank were now in possession of the new bank or 
its officers, in the character of trustees, to close up its 
concerns, and collectits funds, and pay off its liabiti- 
ties. Instead of faithfully discharging this trust, and 
getting in its circulation, they had been engaged in 
extending it; instead of paying off its notes, for 
which purpose they took the funds, they were issu- 
ing old notes. They had done so io the amount 
of several millions. Surely this state of things 
ought not to be suffered. This Government have 
created the corporation, and given it ali its power; 
and it seemed to him it was bound to take all ne- 
cessary measures to prevent the abuse of this 
power, and to protect their citizens from frauds and 
losses. 

He had thought of introducing a resolution, 
either directing, in the first instance, or directing an 
inquiry into the expediency of passing a law, re- 
quirigg the Attorney General of the United Siates 
to institute proceedings for the appointment of a 
receiver of the fundsand property of the late bank, 
and paying off its liabilities, and closing the con- 
cern. The present trustees had not proved faithful 


to their trust, and ought to be removed. In 
a short time the funds and property of the 
late bank would be so changed, that they 


could not be identified. As yet it was probable 
that a sufficient amount to pay off its liabilities 
might be traced and identified; but if the present 
trustees were continued, they would soon be so 
amalgamated with the funds of the present bank 
as not to be distinguished. If there was any thing 
ia the charter to prevent the application of this 
course before the 4th of March, a law might be 
made prospective, to take effect at thattime. He 
preferred that this whole subject should come up 
together ; it was all connected, and immediate ac- 
tion on this part of it seemed to him very impor- 
tant. He was, therefore, in favor of recommitting 
the report to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. GARLAND of Virgitia explained that this 
bill had come from the Senate on yesterday, and 
that it was simply a bill to prevent the abatement 
of suits now depending, and which may be brought 
against the institution, or by it, prior to the 4th of 
March next. He was opposed to the connection 
of the matter brought to the notice of the House 




































with this bill, because it was necessary that it 
should be passed immediately, as the 4th of March 
was near at hand, and if this matier was connected 
with it, he feared it would elicit not only a lengthy 
discussion in relation to the propriety of the mea- 
sure, but that it would introduce a political bank 
discussion, which, in all probability, would not be 
brought to a close by the 4th of March. The 
whole bank question, he anticipated, would be 
opened up by it, and all the alleged abures of the 
bank would be again brought to view. He would 
here state, that he had no friendly disposition to- 
wards the Bank of the United States, notwithstand- 
ing that he had been charged with being friendly io 
it from a certain quarter in This biil 
was of the ulmost importance, inasmuch as there 
was no provision in relation to the continuance of 
snits in the charter after the 4th of March next. 
He trusted, therefore, that the bill would pass the 
House, and then if there was any thing further ne- 
CeSssary, let anew bill be introduced to that eflect. 

Mr. TOUCEY hoped the bill would be recom- 
mitted to the committee, so that it might be consi- 
dered at a full meeting of the committee, because 
this morning there had only been five members of 
the committee present, the other four not having a 
knowledge of the meeting of the committe or of 
the character of the bill. He, therefore, trusted 
that the motion to recommit would prevail. 

Mr. ROBERTSON said he 


this eity. 


was notified to atiend 


a meeting of the Judiciary C ominittee, for the pur- 
pose of taking up and considering a bil! of great 
importance. He attended, and found five mem- 


bers of the committee in attendance. The whole 
of the members present concurred in the im- 
portance of the bill, and in reporting it to the 


House with the amendments which had been pre- 
sented. It was true the gentleman from Maine 
had raised some objections, but he subsequently 
waived the objections. and a: that bill 
should be reported to the Elouse. 

Mr. CILLEY explained that he had agreed it 
should, in case it was shown tothe absent members 
of the committee before it was reported to the 
House. 

Mr. ROBERTSON said he was desirous that 
it should have been submitted to the absent mem- 
bers, and for this purpose he had waited until 
after the Committce on the Judiciary had been 
called by the Chair; and no opportunity presented 
itself, as the gentlemen were not to be found by 
him. As te the remark of the gentleman, that he 
did not know any of the provisions of the bill, he 
thought it strange, because he thought that every 
member of the HLouse was aware that this bill was 
to prevent the abatement of suits brought by and 
against the Bank of the United States. He hoped 
the bill would be speedily adopted by the House. 

Mr. BOND said that this bil! was not a measure 
proposed for the benefit of the Bank of the United 
States, but it wasa measure fyr the benefit of the 
people of this country. ‘The people of this country 
were larger creditors of the bank than debtors to it; 
therefore, it was a measure for the benefit of the 
people. The bank had sold out her branches in 
the different States to individuals and State banks, 
and in many cases snits were depending both by 
and against the bank to the amount of several mil- 
lions; therefore, it was highly proper that this bill 
should be passed, so that these suits might not be 
abated. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG stated that he was in fa- 
vor of the passage of this bill; but he should like to 
have it go back to the committee, so that it might 
be acted upon at a full meeting of the committee 
As the majority of the committee had already re- 
ported it to the House, he had no doubt it would 
immediately be reported by the committee after 
being considered in a full committee. This would 
satisfy the House; and he trusted this course would 
be pursued. 

Mr. EVANS called for the orders of the day; 
which motion was disagreed to. ; 

Mr. TURNEY said that this bill had been re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary Jate last 
evening, on the motion of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Gartanp.) <A partial meeting of the 
committee was held this morning, although this was 
not the usual time for the meeting of the commit- 
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tee, and withont the usual notice being given. The 
subject was considered, and it was true that a ma- 
jority of the committee agreed to report the bill to 
the House, still he thought it ought to have been 
considered at a full meeting of the committee. 

Mr. GARLAND stated that it was true that he 
had on yesterday moved to have this bill committed 
to the Committee on the Judiciary; and from that 
fact, and the remarks of the gentleman this morn- 
ing, it might be supposed that he had called the 
committee together. He begged leave, however, 
now to say that he had not made that call. 

Mr. TURNEY said it was not his intention to 
east any reflection upon any member of the com- 
mittee. He hal merely stated the facts of the case, 
and he hoped, considering those facts, that the 
House would see the propriety of sending the bill 
back to the committee. 

Mr. ATHERTON concurred in the remarks of 
if the gentleman from Tennessee, and hoped that 
the House would send back this bill; because he 
would be very unwilling that it should be passed 
by the House, without having been fully consider- 
ed at a full meeting of the committee. 

The question was then taken, and the bill was 
recommitted to the Committee on the Judictary. 

On mouon of Mr. CURTIS, a communication 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, covering a 
report on the subject of Telegraphs, lying on the 
Speaker’s table, was taken up and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. 

The first business in order was the motion of 
Mr. Evans to refer a message of the President of 
the United States, with sundry accompanying 

ocuments, to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
with instructions to report a bill to provide for 
surveying the Northeastern boundary line of the 
United States, according to the provisions of the 
treaty of peace of 1783. 

The objection made yesterday for leave to bring 
in this bill heing withdrawn, 

Mr. EVANS accordingly brought in the bill, 
moved its first and second reading, and reference 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. E. then resumed his remarks at the point 
leftoff yesterday, going into an extended review of 
the whole subject, referring to the correspondence 
and other decuments bearing upon it. Mr. E. 
concluded by moving also the printing of three 
thousand extra copies of the document referred to. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD then took the floor, but gave 
way to Mr. CARTER of Maine, on whose mo- 
tion, the House adjourned, 





IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, February 8, 1838. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented a petition 
numerously signed by the business men of Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, praying Congress to aid in the construc- 
tion of the steamboat canal about to be constructed 
round the falls of the Ohio, on the Indiana side, by 
subscribing for stock in the Jeffersonville and New 
Albany canal company. Mr. S. also presented the 
charter of the company; which, together with the 
petition, was referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. 

Mr. PIERCE presented certain documents in 
support of the petition of Joseph Bassett ; which 
were referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WALL presented a petition numerously 
signed hy citizens of Philadelphia, praying that an 
appropriation may be made for the completion of 
the frigate Raritan, now on the stocks: referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill to authorize 
the State of Mississippi to invest the two per cent. 
und of that State, reported the same without 
amendment. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered and adopted: 

Whereas, tho papers, documents, records, and 
archives, which are kept and deposited in the offi- 
ces of the Recorder and Surveyor General of the 
United States respectively, at St. Louis, State of 
Missouri, are of the highest value and importance, 
and a great number of which, namely, those relat- 
ing to.French and Spanish land titles in the pro- 








vince of Upper Louisiana, if lost, purloined, or de- 
stroyed, could either not be replaced at all, or only 
replaced at great labor, expense, and inconve- 
nience. And whereas, those records, which are ex- 
clusively of proceedings and surveys anterior to 
the treaty of cession of Louisiana to the United 
States, could not, if destroyed, be replaced without 
great labor, and an expenditure of at least a mil- 
lion of dollars; and whereas they are now in 
continual and imminent danger of being lost, sto- 
len, or destroyed, in consequence of the very ex- 
posed and insecure state of the buildings in which 
these offices are now kept, at St. Louis; and where- 
as it is in the highest degree expedient and neces. 
sary to provide, without delay, for the safe-keep. 
ing of these all-important records and archives, it 
therefore 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be 
tustructed to inquire and report whether any, and 
what, measures should be adopted by Congress to 
secure the papers, documents, records, and archives 
now deposited and kept inthe offices of the Record- 
er and Surveyor General of the United States, re- 
spectively, at St. Louis, Stat» of Missouri, from 
firo or other accidents; and what amount of money 
it would require to provide suitable iron safes or 
buildings at St. Louis, in which said offices might 
be held, and the above described papers, docu- 
ments, records, and archives safely kept and depo- 
sited. 

The bill to abolish the Circuit Court of the Uni- 
ted States at Huntsville, Alabama, was read the 
third time and passed. 

INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the Senate resumed 
the consideration of the bill imposing additional du- 
ties as depositaries on public officers in certain 
cases, etc.—the question being on Mr. Rives’s sub- 
stitute for the bill. 

Mr. HUBBARD then addressed the Senate at 
length in opposition to the substitute of Mr. Rives, 
and in conclusion of his speech commenced yes- 
terday. 

Mr. TALLMADGE said he did not rise with 
the view of going into the merits of the bill; what- 
ever he might have to say on that subject, he should 
reserve for the further progress of the debate. His 
object was to repel insinuations which had heen 
thrown out from high authority, and endorsed by 
the Senator from New Hampshire, last up, in rela- 
tion to the influence said to be exercised by the 
banks in the November elections in his State. Mr. 
T. maintained that if any improper influence had 
been exercised, that it was more on the side of the 
Administration than against it. The greatest 
change which had taken place in the public feel- 
ing was in those counties where banks were not 
located; and this change, which had so surprised 
the President, was no subject of astonishment to 
Mr. T. Hehad all along told them that if the 
contemplated measure was attempted to be carried 
through, that New York would speak for herself 
in a language not to be misunderstood. She had 
so spoken; and he warned the friends of the Ad- 
ministration against the ides of November, if they 
persisted in a scheme of such madness and foliy. 

Mr. T. contended that the change which had 
taken place in the popular sentiment was occa- 
Sioned by the alarm in the minds of the better sort 
of the party, lest the views of English Radicals, 
Loco Focos, and others of that stamp, were to be 
forced upon the country. It was that fear that pro- 
duced the change in New York and other places; 
the peuple thought they saw a fixed determination 
of those in power for the destruction of all banks, 
the repeal of charters and vested rights. He would 
not say that such was the design; but it was thought 
to be so, from the course pursued by the official 
organ of the Execative. After the war against the 
United States Bank was over, and the monster 
dead, and after the State banks had been used in 
part as agents in effecting that destruction, then 
came a warfare, more violent and unrelenting In 
its nature against the State banks, than had ever 
been waged against the Bank of the United States. 
Many who had enlisted in the first war were not 
disposed ‘o serve through the second; they could 
not be brought to enlist in a crusade against the 
State institutions; and now that they had been de- 
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prived of the United States Bank, they began to 
appreciate its benefits. 

The gentleman from New Hampshire had said 
there was no design to interfere with the institu- 
tions of the States. If that were so, what were the 
people to infer from their acts? Look to the bank- 
rapt Jaws, as recommended by the Executive at 
the extra session. Whatever the President recom- 
mended, he must have presumed at least that it 
would have been acted on; and then what would 
have been the effect produced?) Why that all the 
banking institutions througheut the whole country 
would be placed under the hands of commissicners, 
and they under the revision of the President, the 
result of which would have been, that all the great 
interests of the couniry, commercial and inland, 
would have been sacrificed. Had the President 
forgot that while a Senator from New York, in 
1826, he had deglared in this body that the bank- 
rupt law was unconstitutional; and yetin this short 
period, he was the first to recommend a measure, 
which, if it could have been carried out, would 
have ended in one wide-sweeping destruction over 
all the moneyed institutions of the States. 

Mr. T. said that another reason why the people 
had taken the alarm was, that every man who 
lifted his voice against these schemes was pro- 
scribed by the “ official organ,” as it was called. 
They saw their representatives denounced and vili- 
fied for the stand they had taken. They saw, too, 
the acts of the Executive, in recommending one 
measure, and then, when they were ready to carry 
it into effect, they were ordered to wheel abont and 
march off. They had seen the Specie circular, 
with the feelings of both Heuses of Congress 
against it, retained, to the great injury of the coun- 
try. They saw, tov, that this identical measure 
now before them, when introduced by a representa- 
tive from Virginia some time since, was denounced 
as revolutionary in its bearing, as injudicious and 
unsafe, and that all the force that could be rallied 
in its favor did not amount to more than thirty-two 
votes. And yet, said Mr. T. this scheme is now 
presented by the Executive, and we are called on 
and expected to vote for it. He, asa party, took 
ground against it at that time, and he, as one of 
that party, was pressing the same principle he then 
pursued; and yet the opponents of this scheme 
were treated in a manner that showed that freedom 
of speech and thought was no longer cherished ; 
that the very theory of government was reversed ; 
and when Executive power had become such that 
all who opposed its views were to be proscribed 
and denounced, it was time for people to take the 
a'arm; and he would tell gentlemen, if these 
means were persisted in, that New York would 
speak in November in a voice louder than the 
inighty cataract on her western border. 

Mr. T. said that there was nothing to justify the 
allegation that the banks had exerted their influ- 
ence ; there was not the slightest foundation for 
such an assertion ; yet what a picture did it present 
to the world of Republican institutions! What 
would be the opinion in England, with whom we 
had more intercourse than all others, when a Chief 
Magistrate charged upon a State, and that the Em- 
pire State, that her elective franchise had been cor- 
rupted through the influence of local banks. 

Mr. WRIGHT said, he rose more because he 
supposed the Senate would expect him to reply, 
than because he was disposed to do so. The re- 
marks of his colleague had been principally con- 
fined to questions belonging to the State which 
tiey had the honor to represent here, and its citi- 
zens, and not to questions involved in the discus- 
sion before this body. 

It had been his object, and he believed his habit, 
to confine himself to the debate before the Senate, 
and he could not be induced now to vary from a 
rule which he had found so salutary. In the part 
he had taken in those debates, he had endeavored 
to discuss every topic with temper and modera- 
tion, and to respect the feelings and courtesy due to 
every member of the body, whatever opinions he 
might hold. 

That, too, he intended to do now. And as it was 
certain that any discussion between himself and his 
colleague, upon questions which did not pertain to 
our duties here, which related to the action of their 
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common constituents, and to the results of elec- 
tions, and the like, would be almost certain to 
throw them into conflict, to develope a radical dif- 
ference of opinions and views between them, and 
perhaps to excite personal feeling, he declined all 
such discussions wholly. 

He had, as he had had occasion to say, upon a 
very recent occasion, intended to treat his honora- 
ble and respected colleague with every kindness, 
and he could not follow him into a debate which 
might place the full execution of that intention be- 
yond his power. 

They could yet both agree in one opinion: that 
they represented a people as intelligent, as free, 
as uncorrupted and incorruptible, as the constitu- 
ency of any two Senators upon the floor, What- 
ever then mightbe their opinions of the causes which 
influenced a particular election, or to which its re- 
sults were attributable, or whatever they might 
think of the influence of pending questions upon 
future elections, they could not claim that their 
opinions, or wishes, would materially influence 
that constituency. If they were fiee, and intelli- 
gent, and uncorrupted, this inference was not au- 
thorized. 

The only question, then, which, as between 
themselves, they could properly debate was, in 
cases in which they were compelled to differ, which 
represented that constituency truly. This was a 
question which he could not discuss with his col- 
league here. It might be interesting to an au- 
dience, but it could not be useful to the country to 
hear them wrangle upon such a point. 

He had not another single remark to make in 
reply to his colleague. He (Mr. Tattmapce) had 
understood the late annual Message of the Presi. 
dent to cast an imputation upon the independent 
electors of the State of New York, of corruption at 
the November election in that States. This was 
the first construction of that character which had 
been put upon that document in any quarter. He 
(Mr. W.) did notso understand it. The President 
referred to the fact that the election was exclusively 
for State, and not at all for Federal, officers. He also 
referred to the immense State, and local], and cor- 
porate, and private interests which must be pre- 
sented to the State Legistature then to be elected, 
and ventured to infer that the action of the people 
at the polls might be supposed to have been influ- 
enced by these great considerations, and not by the 
questions of a national character then depend- 
ing before the country, and which might come be- 
fore the present Congress. This was his under- 
standing of the sentiments of the Message; but the 
document was before the country, and was as well 
understood by the constituents of his colleague and 
himself as by them. A large portion of those con- 
stituents were as capable of placisg a proper con- 
struction upon the language of the President as 
they were; and he must, therefore, decline any 
further discussion of that point with his colleague 
here. 

He must say, however, that he felt the deepest 
consciousness, and he knew his colleague ought to 
feel the same, that the President was incapable of 
making a charge of corruption against the people 
of his native State; that he had not done it in fact, 
and certainly had not in intention. 

Mr. TALLMADGE said, when he first rose, 
he remarked that he did not mean to go into the 
merits of the bill, but to repel the charge which he 
conceived to be made against the people of his 
State, and which he knew, from his own personal 
knowledge, to be without foundation. No man, 
he said, was less in the habit of wandering from 
the subject under discussion than himself; but when 
the people of his State were aspersed, he felt it his 
duty to defend them at all times and on all occa- 
sions. 

Mr. CLAY said it was not his intention to enter 
into any argument at this time on the main question 
under discussion; but he had risen to express his 
thanks to the Senator from New York, who first 
addressed the Chair, (Mr. TattMapoeg,) for the no- 
tice he took of the President’s Message. The Sena- 
tor’s colleague, (Mr. Wrianar,) in declining to meet 
him on that ground, showed that he acknowledged 
the truth of the maxim that “discretion was the 
better part of valor.” He was shocked (Mr, C. 
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said) at the President having undertaken in his 
Message to comment on the result of the local elec- 
tions. It was unprecedented, and, he must be al- 
lowed to say, undignified. It was the first example 
in which the President spoke of the elections, net of 
the General Government, but of the State Govern- 
ments. He seccllecied when, some years ago, an 
illustrious man, now nv more, who was the Chief 
Magistrate of the State of New York, called the at- 
tention of the Legislature to the interference of the 
Federa! officers with the State elections. A resolu- 
tion was adopted, asking him to give evidence of 
the facts charged by him, which, from the nature 
of the circumstances, it was not in his power to 
give; but had the facts been established, the whole 


| country would have sympathised with him and ex- 


pressed the deepest abhorrence at the conduct of 
which he complaine!. A State Chief Magistrate 
might, in his message, refer to the result of his 
elections in his own State, but what decent pretext 
had a President of the United States to take notice 
of the result of State elections, and assign causes, 
dishonorable causes, for them. ‘The Senator from 
New York (Mr. Wricut) said that he would not 
oocupy the attention of the Senate with subjects 
foreign to that under discussion. If it was impro- 
per for the Senator to do it, how came the Presi- 
dent to do it, and assign dishonorable causes 
for the result? for no man could read the Message 
without seeing that there was a direct insinuation 
of bank influence. Sir, said Mr. C. if the Presi- 
dent had ventured to take such notice of the elec- 
tions in my State, not one day, not one hour, 
should have passed, without my offering a resolu- 
tion, notwithstanding the expunging resolution 
stands on the record, severely reprehending such 
conduct. He did hope that one of the Senators 
from New York or Pennsylvania would have risen 
and vindicated his State against the unfounded and 
unworthy imputations contained in that Message. 
He agreed with the Sena'or from New York who 
had first spoken, (Mr. TactumMapaGe) that the result 
ot the New York elections was owing to the con- 
duct of the last and the present Administration. It 
ever there was an instance of a rest people moved 
by asense of danger to pre their interests 
acainst a course of measures utterly destructive of 
them; if ever there was a spontaneous movement 
of a people, unprompted by the usual appliances 
which attend elections, to assert their rights against 
the madness, wickedness, and folly of an Adminis- 
tration, it was that of the New York cicction. He 
thanked the Senator from New York (Mr. Tatt- 
MaDGE) for bringing this matter to the attention of 
the Senate. It was known to his friends that he 
was ready with a resolution calling on the Chief 
Magistrate for the evidence on which he made his 
allusions to the New York elections, but refrained 
from offering it, merely because the matter did not 
relate to his own State. 

Mr. WRIGHT said the Senator from Kentucky 
(Mr. Cray) was over kind to his coileague; that if 
a controversy must arise between him and his col- 
league here, he (Mr. W.) should have more than 
he could well attend to, to meet upon equal terms 
his colleague alone, without the weight of the dis- 
tinguished Senator in the scale against him. It 
was, therefore, wholly unnecessary that the pa- 
triotic gentleman should have interposed himself as 
a shield to his colleague upon the present occasion. 

He could not, however, forbear une remark in 
reply to the Senator himself. That distinguished 
anc experienced statesman had told’ him that, in 
declining the controversy with his colleague, he 
had illustrated the maxim that ‘discretion is the 
better part of valor.” This was a sound maxim, 
and he (Mr. W.) had intended, in all his actions 
here, to bear it constantly in mind. Since hearing 
the views of the Senator upon that part of the 
message of the President to which his honorable 
colleague had alluded, and his declaration as to the 
resolution in censure of the President, which he 
says he was inclined and prepared to offer, but 
which he finally omitted to present, he must say 
that, upon one single oceasion, the gentleman had 
consulted the rule which he had so promptly com- 
plimented him for following. In this case, discre- 
tion was, most clearly, the better part of valor in 
his action. 
























Mr. CLAY, (good humoredly) All pretty fair, 
very fair, sir. 

After the consideration of Executive business, 

The Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, February 9, 1822. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
from the Hon. H. A. Mvuutennena, notifying that 
he had this day forwarded his resignation, as a 
member of the House, to the Governor of the State 
of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. WISE rose and said, that in coming to the 
Hlouse this morning, he had met the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Muncenserc,) and he 
must say, when he saw that gentleman departing, 
that he felt some personal regret at his taking his 
leave of us. I (said Mr. W.) have known that 
gentleman ever since I have been in public life; 
and permit me to say, although a political opponent, 
that he goes from this body with my personal regard 
and good wishes. I have observed his course as 
chairman of the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims of this House for a number of years; and I 
have observed particularly his course as a member 
of the select committee, of which I was chairman, 
during the last winter; and I can say, en behalf of 
that gentleman, that personally, his kind manner 
and amiable disposition endeared him to all who 
were connected with him; and asa politician, I can 
say that he was one of the most faithful of the 
party, and he bore his burthens with exemplary 
patience. I regret that he has thus escaped the re- 
solution 1 offered the other day; but I rejoice that 
he has been removed by the Executive trom this 
scene of turmoil here, and sent to a haven of rest 
abroad. 

Reports from committees were then called for. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio reported a_ bill 

for the relief of Francis Mallory. 
PUBLIC LANDS. 

On motion of Mr. BOON, the vacancy on this 
committee, occasioned by the seat of Mr. Gnoison 
being declared vacant, was ordered to be filled up. 

Mr. CHAPMAN reported a bill for the relief of 
Sutton Stevens. 

JUDICIARY. 

Mr. TOUCEY reported a resolution to discharge 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union from the further consideration of so much of 
the Message of the President as relates to the late 
Bank of the United States, and the reissue of its 
notes by its present trustee, and that the same be 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary; which 
was concurred in. . 

REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 

Mr. CRAIG moved that a member on this com- 
mittee be appointed to fill the vacancy occasioned 
by the resignation of Mr. Munvenserc ; which 
was agreed to. 

PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 

Mr. CHEATHAM reported a bill for the relief 

of Don Lewis R. Orillon. 
AGRICULTURE. 

Mr. PHELPS moved that so much of the report 
of the Commussioner on Patents as relates to the 
subject of agriculture, be referred to that commit- 
tee; which was agreed to. 

INDIAN AFPAIRS. 

Mr. BELL reported 8 nate bill, without amend- 
ment, entitled “an act to amend an act entitled an 
act for the appointment of commissioners to adjust 
the claims to reservations of lands, under the 14th 
article of the treaty with the Choctaw Indians in 
1830.” 

Mr. B. explained the object of the bill to be to 
extend the time of the committee to the first of An- 
gust next; and, on his motion, the House went into 
committee on the bill, Mr. OWENS in the Chair. 

Mr. LYON said he considered this bill should be 
amended. By the former act the commissioners 
were empowered to issue subpoenas, but no provi- 
sion had been made for their being served. Mr. 
L. submitted an amendment, making it the duty of 
the United States 

Mr. BELL hoped he would not press it then, 
but suffer the provision to be made in a separate 
bill 
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Mr. LYON had no desire to delay the passage of 
this bill, though he was satisfied some such provi- 
sion as he had proposed should be made; and he 
withdrew the amendment. 

The committee then rose, and reported the bill 
without amendment; and, afier a few remarks 
tvom Messrs. McKAY, BELL, DAWSON, and 
LYON, 

Mr. DAWSON moved its postponement till 
Monday next. 

Mr. HAYNES briefly opposed the motion; and, 
after a few further remarks by Messrs. DAWSON, 
BELL, HAYNES, PARKER, and POPE, 

Mr. DAWSON modified his motion so as to 
postpone the bill until to-morrow, and make it the 
special order of the day for the moining hour; 
which motion was agreed to. 

The bill from the Senate to abolish the Circuit 
Court at Huntsville, Alabama, was taken up, read 
twice, and, on motion of Mr. THOMAS, referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, [after an inef- 
fectual effort, by Mr. CHAPMAN, to procure its 
third reading. | 

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported, without amendment, Senate bill 
to amend the act of the 3d of March, 1837, entitled 
an act supplementary to the act to amend the judi- 
cial system of the United States. 

PRIVATE ORDERS. 

The CEIAIR then announced the private orders. 

Mr. EVANS asked if the Executive communi- 
cation from the President of the United States, in 
relation to the Maine boundary, was not the first 
subject in order? 

The CHAIR replied that it was not. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped the Crain would 
not decide that private business took precedence of 
Executive communications on the Speaker’s table, 
as it was with great difficulty that the public busi- 
ness could now be reached. 

The CHAIR then stated the auestion to the 
Elouse, and took its sense upon it; and the House 
decided that private business should take prece- 
dence. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD then moved a suspension of 
the rule, for the purpose of proceeding to-day with 
the Executive communication on the Speaker’s ta- 
ble; which motion was disagreed to. 

The bill authorizing the Washington National 
Monument Society to erect a monument to the 
memory of George Washington on the public 
crounds, was read a third time and passed. 

The bill to establish a pension agency at Tusca- 
loosa, in the State of Alabama, was read a third 
time and passed. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Robert 
Fulton, was taken up on its third reading. 

Mr. McKAY moved to postpone its further con- 
sideration until Friday next. 

After a few words by Messrs. CALHOUN of 
Massachusetts, WHITTLESEY of Ohio, Me. 
KAY, and PETRIKEN, the motion to postpone 
was disagreed to. 

Mr. OWENS then called for the reading of the 
report accompanying this bill; which being read, 
Mr. O. briefly opposed the bill in its present form, 
because it was based upon a report which he 
could not consent to as being correct. He was 
williug that the heirs of Robert Fulton should re- 
ceive some compensation for his invaluable ser- 
vices, but he was not disposed to give it in its 
present form. 


Mr. WISE briefly supported the bill in its pre- 
sent form, because it was not intended to give the 
heirs of Robert Fulton a gratuity. It was to give 
that to the heirs which they were entitled to re- 
receive, as a compensation for Mr. Fulton’s ser- 
vices to the Government. 

After some further remarks by Messrs. McKAY, 
WHITTLESEY, HOFFMAN, CRAIG, and 
RUSSELL, 

Mr. RUSSELL moved to reduce the appropria- 
tions from one hundred thousand to twenty-five 
thousand dollars. * 

After some further remarks by Messrs, HOFF- 
MAN, RUSSELL, WHITTLESEY, and Me- 
KAY. 

Mr? RUSSELL modified his motion so as to 





strike out the whole appropriation, so as to leave it 
to be a blank. to be filled by the House. 

After some remarks by Messrs. HOFFMAN 
LEGARE, CHAMBERS, and BIDDLE, , 

Mr. DUNCAN, after a few remarks, moved to 
postpone the further consideration of this bill until 
the first Friday in March; which was disagreed to, 

Mr. PETRIKEN moved that the House ad- 
journ: lost. 

Mr. McKAY gave notice that if the motion to 
strike out prevailed, he should move to fill the 
blank with $50,000. 

Mr. RUSSELL then called for the yeas and 
nays on the motion to strike out, which were ory- 
dered, and were—yeas 80, nays 111. 

So the motion to strike out was disagreed to. 

Mr. HAYNES moved to strike out $100,000, 
and insert $50,000. 

Mr. WISE moved the Previous Question; which 
was seconded by the House—ayes 91, noes 72, and 
the main question was ordered to be put. 

Mr. GRIFFIN called for the yeas and nays on 
the engrossment of the bill; which were ordered, 
and were—yeas 112, nays 69. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
a third time to-day. 

Mr. DUNCAN then moved a call of the House: 
lost. 

The bill was then read a third time and _ passed. 

Mr. GRIFFIN moved a suspension of the rules 
for the purpose of making a motion that when the 
House adjourns, it adjourn to meet un Monday 
next; which was agreed to. 

Mr. G. then submitted his motion, and 

Mr. WHITTLESEY called for the yeas and 
nays upon said motion; which were ordered, and 
were, yeas 77, nays 61. . 

So the motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER then laid before the House a 
communikation from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
on the case of CharlesS. Sibbalet, referred to that 
Department from the Committe of Claims; which, 
on motion of WHITTLESEY of Ohio, was re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of 
War, transmitting a report from the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, in answer to a resolution of the 
House of the 11th of January last, in relation to 
certain claims of Indians in the State of Missouri; 
which, on motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. REED, 

The House then adjourned to meet on Monday 
next. 


IN SENATE, 
Fripay, Feb. 9, 1837. 

Mr. MOUTON presented the petition of the 
heirs of Nancy Collins, praying confirmation of 
her claims to lands in Louisiana: referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. KNIGHT presented the memorial from the 
Historical Society, praying certain documents in 
Great Britain in relation to American history: re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported bill which had been recommit- 
ted, for the relief of Thomas L. Winthrop and 
others, with an amendment. 


Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of the legal re- 
presentatives of George Duvall and others. 


Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported a bill granting a pension to David Gil- 
more. 


Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill authorizing the Missouri 
volunteers to be paid for horses lost or cast away 
in the voyage from Tampa Bay. 

Mr. RUGGLES, from the Committee on Patents, 
reported a bill to authorize the issuing a patent to 
Andrew March Perkins and George Howard Ky- 
ant; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the bill for the re- 
lief of the legal representatives of George Duvall 
and others was taken up; and after a debate, in 
which Messrs. SEVIER, LINN, and KING, took 
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part, the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

Mr. CLAY presented four petitions from sundry 
mechanics and ethers, of Brooklyn and New York, 
praying for an appropriation for the completion of 
jhe frigate Raritan, now on the stocks: referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of sundry 
merchants of New York, remonsirating against the 
discontinuance of the Express mail: referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. ROANE presented the petition of the Navy 
Yard Beneficial Society of the city of Washington 
which was referred to the Committee on the Dis; 
trict of Columbia. 

Mr. NILES presented the petition of Clement 
L. Larkin and Hugh Maxwell, praying for com- 
pensation for services performed as contractors for 
constructing Fort Schuyler, at Throg’s Point, New 
York: referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Also, the petition of Clark Case, praying for in- 
crease of pension: referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of James 
and Maria Linville, praying remuneration for pro- 
perty destroyed by the British during the late war 
with Great Britain: referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, leave was granted 
to Susan Brewer to withdraw her petition and pa- 
pers. 

On motion of Mr. RUGGLES, the papers on 
the files of the last session relating to the improve- 
ment of Owls Head harbor and bay, were 
again referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. ROBINSON presented a petition from sun- 
dry citizens of Illinois, praying for the establish- 
ment of a post route: referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

On motion of Mr. BAYARD, the petition of 
sundry inhabitants of Delaware, in relation to the 
hasbour of Delaware City, on the files of the last 
Session, were again referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of William 
Berry, praying for a pension: referred to the Com- 
Mittee on Pensions. 

Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Illinois, 
praying for an appropriation to aid in the improve- 
ment of the navigation of Fox river: referred to 
the Committee on Roads and Canals. 


Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Illinois | 


and Wisconsin, praying for the establishment of a 
mail route: referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama submitted the following 
resolution, which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of relinquishing to the State of Alabama the two 
per cent. fund which has accrued, or may accrue, 
from the proceeds cf the sales of public lands with- 
in said State since her admission into the Union, to 
be applied toward the construction of a railroad to 
connect the Tennessee river with the waters of 
Mobile bay. 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tions, which were considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to the Senate the annual amounts 
of balances of public money in the Treasury at the 
end of each year, from the year 1789 to the present 
time. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to communicate to the Senate the names 
of the banks which declined to receive the public 
deposites in the years 1833 and 1834, or surren- 
dered the said deposites after having received them, 
With all the correspondence in relation to such refu- 
sals and surrenders. 

On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury relative to the payment 
of pensions and fishing bounties in bills of the 
Commonwealth Bank of Boston, was taken up, 
and the motion pending, to refer it to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, was agreed to. 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, made an unfavorable report en the peti- 
tion of E, W, and Moses Smith, 





















The resolution to furnish the committee rooms 
with certain books, together with the report of the 
Committee on the Library thereon, was taken up, 
and the resolution, afier being amended so as to 
provide for the purchase of Gordon’s Digest, was 
agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the bill to change 
the times of holding the Courts of the United States 
for the Eastern District of Virginia, was taken up, 
and, after being amended, was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

The Senate resumed the censideration of the In- 
dependent Treasary bill as the unfinished business; 
when 

Mr. SMITH of Indiaaa rose and addressed the 
Senate for two hours and a half in opposition to 
the bill, and in favor of the substitute offered by 
Mr. RIVES; after which, 

On motion of Mr. NILES, 

The Senate adjourned. 


TIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, Feb. 12, 1838. 
CHARGE OF CORRUPTION. 

Mr. WISE rose, and said, Mr. Speaker, I have 
a subject of the deepest importance to bring to the 
attention of this House, a subject which involves 
the honor and the purity of Congress, and the purity 
of the whole Government. Sir, I bring to the at- 
tention of the House a direct and unequivocal 
charge, against a member of the Congress of the 
United States, of corruption; a charge which is 
openly made by the editors of two responsible pa- 
pers in this country, who vouch that the charge 
can be proved by a responsible witness or wit- 
nesses. Sir, I will read it, as I have extracted it 
from the New York Courier and Enquirer, and 
upon this paper I shall demand, from this House, 
an investigation. 

Mr. W. then read the statement referred to, 
which will be found reiterated in his motion below, 
atier having read it. 

Mr. W. resumed as follows: Now, sir, this “Spy 
in Washington” is an anonymous writer, and I 
shall not notice him in the proceeding, but here is 
a responsible editor, who vouches that this charge 
can be proved. ‘The charge is made in the most 
direct manner, and Congress is called upon to de- 
fend its own character and its own honor; and I 
therefore ask this Heuse, at once, to appoint a 
committee, and give them full power to send for 
these witnesses, to inquire who they are, and who 
that member of Congress is, and let the whole mat- 
ter be investigated and reported upon to the coun- 
try. Here was an opportunity now offered. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I will say that I will 
not be responsible that this charge can be proved: 
far fromit. I hope it may turn out either to be 
false ora mistake. I believe myself that corrup- 
tion, in an indirect form and in a general sense, does 
exist, but I have never supposed that any one 
had been daring enough to offer tosell his Exe- 
cutive influence. Sir, if this be true; if influ- 
ence is to be sold to contractors or speculators by 
members of either House, I will adopt the senti- 
ment I have lately heard pronounced “reform or 
revolution, liberty ordeath.” Sir, I hope the House 
will not refuse to grant the committee. 

Mr. W. then moved the following resolution: 

Whereas, the following publication appears in the 
New York Courier and Enquirer, to wit: 

“« Corruption 1x ConGress.—We yesterday pub- 
lished a letter from ‘ the Spy in Washington,’ di- 
rectly charging a member of Congress with coirup- 
tion, and offering to prove the charge before a com- 
mittee of either House, when called upon fur that 
purpose. We republish the charge to-day, and 
call upon Congress promptly to institate the inves- 
tigation thus challenged, both as an act of justice to 
itself and tothe country. “The Spy in Washington,’ 
it may be said that he is not an ostensible or respon- 
sible person ; but we desire at once to obviate this 
difficulty, by stating, as we now do, that he is 
known to us, and that whenever calle upon by a 
committee of Congress, we pledge ourselves that 
he shall be forthcoming, and that he is one whose 
standing warrants an immediate proceeding on the 
part of Congress, 
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Extract from yeaterday’s Courier and Enquirer 

“The more brief my statement, the better it 
will be understood. It is in my power, if brought 
to the bar of either House, or before a committee, 
and process allowed me to compel the attendance 
of witnesses, to prove, by the oath of a respectable 
and unimpeachable citizen, as well as by writ- 
ten documentary evidence, THAT THERE 8 aT 
LEAST ONE MEMBER OF CONGRESS WHO HAS OFFERED 
TO BARTER HIS SERVICES AND HIS INFLUENCE WITH A 
DEPARTMENT OR DEPARTMENTS FOR COMPENSATION, 
‘Why, sir,’ said the applicant for a contract, ‘if 
my proposition has merit, it will be received. If it 
has not, | do not expect it will be accepted.’ And 
what do you think was the answer of the honorable 
member? I will give it to you in his own empha- 
tic language. ‘ Merit,’ said he; ‘ wy THINGS Do 


NOT GO HERE BY MERIT, BUT BY PULLING THE 
RIGHT STRINGS. Make IT MY INTEREST, AND I 
WILL PULL THE STRINGS FoR You.’ ” 


Therefore, Resolved, ‘That a select committee of 
members, with power to send for persons 
and papers, be appointed to inquire into the charge 
of corruption therein contained against a member 
of Congress, and they report to this House; that as 
soon as the committee ascertain the name of the 
person accused, they give him notice to appear 
before them and attend such examination, and that 
they report to this ELouse. 

Mr. CILLEY said that as the course proposed 
to be pursned on this occasion was novel and ex- 
traordinary, he hoped the House would pause be- 
fore it embarked in this business, on such authority 
as was produced. Thischarge comes from an edi- 
tor of a newspaper, and we all know thatina 
country where the press is free, few men can ex- 
pect to escape abuse and charges of a similar de- 
scription. Ordinarily, when we are about entering 
upon a business of this kind before a magistrate—a 
conservator of the peace—the charges submitted 
are obliged to be made distinctly, clearly, and un- 
der the solemnity of an oath; and why should we 
now depart from this well known and well settled 
rule?) He knew nothing of this editor; but if it was 
the same editor who had once made grave charges 
against an institution of this country, and afler- 
wards was said to have received facilities to the 
amountof some $52,000 from the same institution, 
and gave it his hearty support, he did not think 
that his charges were entitled to much credit in an 
American Congress. If he has charges to make, 
let him make them distinctly, and not vaguely. Let 
him make them under the solemnity of an oath, 
and then it will be quite ume enough to act. He 
trusted the House would not go into an investiga- 
tion of this kind, on a mere newspaper statement, 
without any proof. 

It we look, we will see whai had been said by 
the public press against Washington, Jefferson, 
Madison, the two Adamses, Jackson, and Van 
Suren, yet the people passed upon the merits of 
all these men, and afterwards the press retracted 
much that it had said against them. If the House 
thought differently from him, it could pursue a 
different course ; but it seemed to him that some 
more definite charge than this ought to be made 
out before it acted. It was giving too much im- 
portance, in his opinion, to this newspaper editor 
for this House to institute an investigation upon 
his mere statement, without any proof whatever. 
He considered that all public men were liable to 
have charges of this kind made against them ; and 
if their characters were not sufficient to bear it 
without an investigation into the matter before a 
committee of: the House, they were not fit to be 
the representatives of the people. : If a man was 
slandered in this way, the pecpla would do him 
justice, and afterwards the press would do him 
justice, because “truth is mighty and will pre- 

He was in fa 


nu Of 
the press; 


vail.” vor of the utmost freed 
but this Was an inconvenience attending 
its freedom, which every man ought to be prepared 
to bear. He thought the gent!eman from Virginia 
himself, upon reflection, would come to the conclu- 
sion, that this charge was too vague and undefined 
to warrant the action of the House upon it. 

Mr. BRIGGS said that, after the very extraordi- 
nary and unaccountable opposition which the gen- 
tleman from Maine had made to this resolution, 


and the very singular reasons he had adduced in 
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opposition to it, he must call for the yeas and nays 
on 113 adoption. 

The yeas and nays were thereupon ordered. 

Mr. MERCER said that no gentleman had a 
greater aversion to making this body the arena for 
the introduction of paragraphs from newspapers 


in order that gentlemen might vindicate themselves’ 


from the charges made in them, than himself; still 
he considered this matter of such a character as to 
require the notice of this House. The individual 
who made this charge was a known and responsi- 
ble individual, and if the charge turned out to be 
untrue, he could be made answerable before the 
tribunals of the country in heavy damages. It 
had been made after due consideration, and at- 
taches itself to every member of the House; then 
are we to sit here under a direct imputation, a di- 
rect charge, ef this kind hanging over us}? He 
trusted no opposition would be made to the inqui- 
ry. He regretted exceedingly that matters of this 
kind should be brought before the body, but in 
this instance he thought the House ought to insti- 
tule the inquiry into the matter asked for. 

Mr. WISE said the gentleman from Maine had 
started with the old tune that you must have spe- 
cifie charges preferred betore an invesugation can 
take place. ‘That is the amount of the gentleman’s 
idea, and that was the idea of the whole party at 
the last session of Congress, from the President of 
the United States down to the officers in the lowest 
departments.- Before you make charges every 
thing must be known, every thing must be specilic, 
and the whole case made out. Now he (Mr. W.) 
would pledge himself, althongh he was not able 
just now to lay his hands upon the evidence, to 
show instances of investigations being gone into on 
newspaper charges more vague and general, and 
less specific, than this; and he trusted that ro man 


who was jealous of his own honor, of the honor of 
the House, and purity of the Government, woul 
stop to inquire about the specifications, when he 


was thus impeached. ‘ ‘his House ought not to 
hesitate to go into this inquiry; and he would now 
say to the gentleman froin Maine, that gentlemen 
of his party ought to be the last to hesitate about 
this inquiry. The name of the person implicated 
is not given there, but he wished to be permitted 1» 
say to the gentleman from Maine, that that gentie- 
man was much more likely to be meant than hin, 
(Mr. W.) because, said Mr. W. I have no infu- 
ence with the Executive Departments to sell— 
none whatever. I can go home to my constituents 
free from any such suspicion; for just as certain as | 
apply for any thing for one of my constituents, he ts 
sure not to get it; and if I tell the department that 
one of them is a rogue, that one 1s sure to be ap- 
pointed to office. Who is it that has influence to 
sell? It is those who belong to that party with 
which the gentleman from Maine acts. He hoped 
the charge might prove to be untrue; but he hope: 
there was not one other gentleman of that party 
who, in all probability, was implicated, that wouid 
hesitate about making this inquiry. What is the 
object of this inquiry? It is to make that certain 
and fixed, which is now uncertain and doubitul. 
It is to ascertain the name of the member of Con- 
gress, and the head and front of his offending, that 
this inquiry is asked; and he trusted that no pleas of 
specific charges would now be urged againstit. He 
considered this charge sufficiently specific; and he 
would tell those gentlemen who alone could be im- 
plicated by it, that they had better pause before 
they voted against this inquiry. ‘They could 
go on, and, if they chose, nay on this 
occasion; but he would teil them that they 
need not iry to shield themselves under co- 
vef of the freedom and licentiousness of the press, 
because the imputation would rest upon them, if 
they refused to institute the inquiry, and clear the 
matter up. The member ought to be known, be he 
Senator or be he Representative. The Editor of 
the paper alluded to, was responsible for the charge 
he had made, and although the letter to which 
the Editor referred was anonymous, still it was 
over the signature of the “Spy in Washington,” 
and that letter writer is as well known here as the 
Editor of the Courier and Enquirer. This letier 
writer referred to documentary evidence to prove 
the fact which he asserts, so that the name of the 
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member of Congress must be to this agreement, 
or whatever it may be, and he shouldtlike to see that 
gentlemnn’s signature who would place it to such 
an instrument as this. 

Mr. BOULDIN said he was under considerable 
suspense as to what he should do when he first 
heard his celleagne announce this subject, and he 
was struck with the great indefiniteness of the 
charge. His colleague, however, had since ren- 
dered ita little more specific, and now charged 
that it was some one among the friends of the Ad- 
ministration. 

Mr. WISE explained that the presumption was 
that it was some who had influence to sell. 

Mr. BOULDIN said whoever was alluded to 
was unknown to him, perhaps much more so than 
to the gentleman himself, for it was impossible for 
Mr. B. to know any thing about it. But when the 
character and honor of the members of this House 
were thus implicated, in the first instance all being 
involved, and then again one side taken ont, and 
all on that side indiscriminately involved, while the 
other was entirely excluded, and he himself a 
member of the side included, he cou!d not remain 
altogether silent. Mr. B. knew what was the 
effect of such matters; and he had witnessed, on a 
previous occasion, the imprudence of gentlemen 
saying any thing when these round charges were 
made. In the instance alluded to, the whole House 
was generally charged with having been drunk on 
a certain occasion, and a man undertaking to say 
something for the House was condemned, so far as 
Mr. B. knew, throughout the United States, as a 
drankard, though Mr. B. never saw him take a 
glass in his life. So would it be again if, when 
any of their brethren got up and made a charge 
against the whole House, or against half of it, the 
member who would get up to repel it would him- 
self run the risk of being held guilty of it. 

Mr. B. said he never felt so much ata loss in 
his ..fe to know what sort of a vote to give, though 
he was at no loss to knory the effect the resolution 
would have upon the Flouse, anc every mem- 
ber of it as a member; for they, none of them, 
could, by any sort of exception, so contrive as 
to except themselves. In so much, and as far 
as, the House itself was disgraced by being 
indiscriminately charged with this, or that, or the 
o.her offence, no man, a member of it, could pos 
sibly be excepted, no man could help involving 
himself. He would not make any charge, but 
could they expect to bring together two handred 
and fifty men, without some of them being not 
quite as goodas they might be, and were they to 
set about ferreting out the truth or falsehood of 
every malicious and lying paragraph of the news- 
papers that chose to publish these things?’ They 
were, however, inthis position: that, if they refused 
to investigate, it would be in the mouth of some 
that they were afraid to go into it, and if they did 
go into an investigation of this kind, they would 
soon have very little character to investigate. 

Mr. BOON said that he understood that another 
Committee of Investigation was asked for to inquire 
into the alleged dishonesty and corruptions of mem- 
bers of Congress, brought before the country by 
irresponsible spectacle letter-writers, who have 
been permitted to lounge about this hall, to vilify 
and slander the members of this |!ouse. Sir, these 
letter-writers charge that a certain member of Con- 
cress offered to sel/ his influence to the Adminis- 
tration; and, by another of these letter-writers it is 
alleged that a sum of money was lately stolen 
from the Sergeant-at-Arms by members of Con- 
gress. Sir, knowing as I do, that neither of these 
foul charges apply to me individually, [ shall not, 
by my vote, give Importance to these base slanderers 
of the reputation of honest men. Sir, let one of 
these letter-writers dare to apply their false charges 
to myself personally, and I will settle the maiter by 
applying my fist to his spectacles. Sir, I repeat 
that, if one of these spectacle letter-writers will 
dare to apply such basely false charges to myself 
personally, and will avow himself to be the author 
of the calumny, I will, so help me God, punish him 
out of this House, with those weapoxs which the 
God of Nature has endowed me with. 

Mr.» WHITTLESEY of Ohio was understood 
to express his regret that this resolution had been 
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introduced, but inasmuch as the charge implicated 
every member of the House, and affected the honor 
and character of the House itself, its reputation de- 
manded that this investigation should take place 
The plan proposed was, in his opinion, the most 
suitable one, and the history of this country was 
replete with precedents, a number of which were 
cited by Mr. W. 

Mr. POPE considered that‘the House of Repre- 
sentatives was bound to institute this investigation 
and referred to various precedents to show that in- 
quiries had been instituted into charges of a similar 
character. 

Mr. GLASCOCK said, that al‘hough this charge 
was not as definite as he could wish it, still he 
thought the resolution ought to be adopted. H-» 
should, however, like to have it modified, so as to 
state whether it was a member of this House which 
was charged, because he thought it improper in 
this House to institute an inquiry in relation to 
charges against members of the other House. If, 
however, the charge was against a member of this 
House, he thought it due to the character of the 
House, and tc the character of the individual, who- 
ever he might be, that the investigation shou!d be 
had. He was unwilling that this imputation 
should rest against any member of this House, be- 
cause he did believe that it would turn out to be 
unfounded, or, if the language used should turn 
out to be true, that it would be so satisfactorily ex- 
plained that the individual will be exonerated from 
all criminal intention, or intention of doing a cor- 
rupt act. 

He hoped, however, that the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia would make the modification he had sug- 
gested, so as to make the resolution point to the 
fact, wheiher it is 2 member of this House, whic . 
may be implicated. 

Mr. WISE said this was made is though he wa 
making the charge. The charge was made b 
another and a responsible, and all he asked wa? 
that the House might inquire into the facis, an! 
see if the charge was true. If it was found to be 
a Senator, instead of a Representative, the commii- 
tee could report that fact to the House, and it can 
do no harm. 

Mr. DAWSON would suggest to the gentleman 
to make his resolution a joint resolution. 

Mr. GLASCOCK presumed it was known by 
sume one here whether this charge was against a 
Senator, or member of this Ilouse, and whoin it we 
made against. It had been said, to be sure, that 
the letter alluded to was anonymous; but it must 
be recollected that the “ Spy in Washington” is 
well known here, and he presumed that person 
would not hesitate a moment to give the name of 
the individual referred to, or at least to go so far 
as to say whether he was a member of this or the 
other branch of Congress; and if this individual, 
(the Spy) who was now within the hearing of his 
voice, would come down from his present position, 
and say whether it is a member of this House, he 
believed this resolution would be agreed to by au 
overwhelming majority, 

Mr. WISE. Suppose it is a member of the 
Senate. 

Mr. GLASCOCK. Then I would move to lay 
the resolution on the table. 

Mr. WISE. Have we not as much tight to 
investigate corruption in a member of the Senate, 
wiih a view of impeachment, as of a member of 
this Heuse? 

Mr. GLASCOCK. This might be all right 
envugh, but he thought the most proper course lor 
us to pursue in relation to this matter, was first to 
ascertain whether it was against a member of this 
House, and then we could more properly institute 
the inquiry. If it was against a member of the 
other branch of Congress, he had no doubt but 
that bedy would institute the proper inquiry. He 
thought this matter ought to be more specific; still 
he was prepared to vote fer it. 

Before he sat down, he would state that other 
charges of a serious character had been made 
against members of this House, by a letter writer 
for a Boston paper, based upon remaiks made by 
two honorable members from the State of Ohio 
on this floor; charges which were against the whole 
body calculated to fix a stain upon the charac- 
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ter of every individual member of the House. He | 
alluded to the difficulty which had arisen between 
the Sergeant-at- -Arms and a bank of this city, in 
relation to a certain money transaction which had 
been brought to the notice of the House. Well, 
sir, the letter writer alluded to did indirectly, if 

not directly, charge the members of this body w ith | 
having purloined the money from the Sergeant-at- 
Arms. He thought itat the time due to the House 
that this matter ‘should have been inquired into, 
and more especially so in consequence of the re- 
marks made on the occasion by the gentleman from 
Ohio. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio said that he must 
certainly have been misunderstood in the remarks 
which he had made on the occasion alluded to. 
He had certatnly not charged upon any member of 
the House the taking of the money lost by the 
Sergeant-at-Arms. He had spoken of the loose 
manner in which the money had been kept, it being 
in a room where every person that pleased might 
have access to, and he had said that it might have 
been lostin this way; but he disavowed having 

made a charge against, or entertaining any suspi- 
cion of, any member on this floor having taken the 
money. 

Mr. BOND also disayowed all intention of im- 
puting the loss of the money on the occasion al- 
luded to to any member of this body. 

Mr. GLASCOCK was glad that those gentlemen 
had disavowed all intention of imputing the loss of 
the money to members of the House, and was happy 
to receive their explanation; but he believed those 
remarks had made an impression upon persons here 
of a different character from this; and he presumed 
that the Boston letter-writer had based his assertion 
on the general remarks of the gent!eman from Ohio. 
So far as the present resolution was concerned, he 
thought the proper course would be to adopt it; but 
he would greatly prefer it if it was modified to meet 
the suggestion he had thrown out. When these 
charges were made against individual members of 
the House, or against the character and dignity of 
the House itself, he thought they required that an 
investigation should be had into the matter, so 
that the purity of the body might be sustained. 

Mr. WISE said he had stated that it was proper 
that this inquiry should take place by the House, 
even in case the person implicated should turn out 
to be a Senator, in order that he might be impeach- 
ed. It had been suggested, however, that this 
could not be done, as none but civil officers could 
be impeached under the Constitution. If this 
should turn out to be the case, however, the com- 


mittee could report this fact to the House. Gen- 
tlemen had spoken of charges being made 
by members of this House. {, said Mr. 
W. lave made charges of corraption upon 


your Executive, your heads of Departments, and, 
in some instances, against this louse. He would 
say, however, that he was at all times responsible 
for any thing he might say, to whoever may feel 
himself aggrieved. 

In this case, however, he was not the accuser; 
but he had told gentlemen who was the accuser. 
His colleague (Mr. Boupin) had referred to an 
occurrence which took place here some years ago, 
when he (Mr. W.) had charged some of the mem- 
bers of the House with being drunk, and his col- 
league seemed to be ridden with the ghost of that 
charge. Now, if his colleague meant to assert 
that members of Congress bad not been drunk in 
their seats, he (Mr. W ) would prove that they had. 
So much for that. 

He trusted this inquiry might be had, and he 
hoped the charge wonld turn out to be false, he 
feared however, that it would turn out to be true. 
He knew nothing of the facts himself, he had seen 
the charge made in the public prints, and he had 
brought it to the notice of the House, and thus 
far he had discharged his duty. 

Mr. BOULDIN would reply to a single remark 
of his colleague. What Mr. B. meant by alluding 
to the incident he had, he thought almost any man 
who had any sense at all well understood, but he 
would try and explain further. 

What he meant was this: that, if the members 
of this House charge the members of this House in 
their places with every infirmity to which they may 
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be liable, and publish it to the wide ‘world, ‘that, in 
doing so, they will publish but those itufirmities 
which are common to human nature, and known 
to be so, and they will also publish but their own in- 
firmiyes. And where is the advantage of doing so? 
he asked. 

This he had mentioned as a ease that might hap- 
pen, because it did happen. If, however, any 
member upou this tioor thinks he is clear of al! in- 
firmities, then let him be a censor morum. For 
himself, Mr. B. did not come upon this floor to 
charge the House of Representatives with being 
more liable to corruption than any other body in 
the world; nor did he come there to charge his 
brothers with any thing, nor to seek into their in- 
firmities. Perhaps he could name things or do 
things about this or that person in or out of the 
House, but what could the House do? If it gets 
into investigating, and inquiring into, oralluding to, 
the peculiar infirmities of each member thereof, 
he should like to know what would be the end of 
it, and what would be the length of it. Mr. B. did 
not doubt but that the gendeman might prove that 
he had seen some of his brother members on this 
floor drunk. He would not say the gentleman 
could prove it, or that he could not, on any occa- 
sion, but it was a case in which, by making a 
broad charge against the whole House, without 
identifying the charge against any individual, he 
that submitted and kept himself quiet was con- 
demned with the whole House, and he that said a 
word was condemned also. 

Mr. WISE. Will you vouch for the man al- 
luded to? 

Mr. BOULDIN said he would as soon vouch 
for the individual referred to as for any man, fo 
he never heard of his being intoxicated, but he had 
often heard o: the effect produced—that it was said 
to have touched him particularly. Now, the gen- 
tlemen said that remark haunted Mr. B. that is, 
the fear haunted him so as to make him sensible 
that, in that case, it had the effect he apprehended 
every such thing would have. If gentlemen would 
get up on that floor, and repeat charges of news- 
papers, this paper may be as good as any other for 
aught he knew; but if they would repeat these 
charges, and ask for an inquiry, he that voted for 
it did, in Mr. B’s opinion, do a thing which placed 
the House in a position of general guilt, and he 
who refused to vote for it, made himself obnoxious 
to the charge of being guilty. 

Mr. WISE said he had 
brought the attention 
made by another, 

Mr. BOULDIN replied that what he meant to 
say was exactly the thing reiterated by his colleague. 
He comes into the House, brings a newspaper para- 
graph to the notice of the House, and asks the 
House to inquire into it; and Mr. B. insisted that, if 
you vote against it, or speak against it, you render 
yourself liable to be implicated; and if you vote for 
it, or speak for it, you are liable, with the balance 
of the House, to be set down as one of the num- 
ber. That was his meaning. Perhaps Mr. B. 
might vote for it, though at first he was doubtful 
whether he should or not; for either way, if this 
course was persevered in, the time was not far dis- 
tant when the House would have very little charac- 
ter to vote about. 

Mr. WISE. So I think too. 

Mr. BYNUM said that the position which 
seemed t@be taken here was, that when newspaprr 
charges were made, no matter how indefinite, there 
must be a committee to investigate them. This, 
however, was a position which he utterly denied. 
If this thing is carried out, we shall have nothing 
but confusion, degradation of this b dy, and an- 
archy in the end We know that charges are daily 
manufactured here to order, and sent out 
the country, for the pu rpos: e of destroying the 
character of those in favor of a Democratic Admi- 
nistration of the General Government. But, sir, 
bcfore gentlemen take notice of these charges in 
the manner now proposed, they should look to the 
character of the sources of them, and inquire 
whether they were worthy the notice of a grave, 
deliberative body. ITs it not known that there is a 
set of hirelings sent here from year to year from 
your large cities, which are under the iaflaence of 


made no charge, but 
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banking corpo rations to holk a rod over the he als 

of your members of Congress?) Well, who are 


yoar “Spies in Washington,” and your host ot 
other hirelings, employed for the purpose of defam- 
ing the representatives of the peeple? Why, sir, 
they are a set of individuals which would disgrace 
any man who comes in contact with them. They 
are a set of men who batten and fatten upon the 
slang and slander of bar-rooms and uppling shops, 
and no honorable and honest man can came in 
contact with them. For his own part, he would 
shun them as he would shun a viper. Where is 
the member of Congress who would associate with 
this herd? If there was any who was in the habit 
of associating with them, he should like to know it. 
Mr. B. confessed that he did not know how these 
wretches got the information which they did, without 
having intercourse with members Of this body; but 
he had always thought that no member would de- 
grade himself so much as to be caught in their com- 
pany. These creatures undertake to review the 
characters of your members of Congress, your Pre- 
sident, and vour whole Administration; and they do 
so at the order of those who employ them. The 
manner in which they are employed shows the cha- 
racter of the men, for every honorable man would 
revolt at the idea ef being employed in such a man- 
ner. He had often wished to know by what au- 
thority these creatures were admitted within 
the walls of this Hall, and permitted to take 
seats on the floor of 


the House. He had 
searched the rules of the House in vain for 
such authority, but he never had been able to find 
it. Why, sir, it would be an endless matter to go 
into an investigation of all these charges. Have you 
forgotten the bold charge which was made a short 
time ago in the Boston Atlas against members of 
Congress, alleging that they had robbed your Ser- 
geant-at-Arms? Thischarge was made by one of these 
individuals, employed forthe purpose of slander- 
ing honorable and honest men. These are the 
kind of men whose charges are to be made a matter 
of serious inquiry in this Flouse. Put he was most 
surprised at the gentleman from Georgia, calling 
upon {Old Specs” to come down here from the 
gallery and tell us what he meant in the charge he 
had male. If the gentleman was disposed to go 
this far, why not permit this individual in ‘ specs” 
to come intake a seat among us. He wasscrry 
that there was a want of firmness on the 
part of many gentlemen to resist a thing of 


to see 


* this 


kind. He had no fear of any imputation resting 
upon him, and if any gentlemen would some to 
make charges against him openly, he would take 
such course. 11 relation, as the case might de con 


drunken vagabond atta 
would not st 
cause he would then 
into disgrace. 

Mr. CHOMPSON of South Carolina, at this 
stage of the proceedings, on leave, made a motion 
to reconsider the vote on the passage of the bill, 
for the relief of the heirs of Robert Fulton; which 
was entered and lies over. 

Mr. HOPKINS said if the charge was 
character described by the gentleman from 
Carolina, he should have some doubts about voting 
for the proposition; but this was of a different cha- 
racter, and he would vote for the inquiry, and if 
the charge was sustained, he would have the mem- 
ber expelled. He hoped the charge would tarn ovt 
to be untrue in fact, but it ought to be investigated. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said if he had been left to 
himself, he shonld have regarded the publication in 


but if a 
street, he 
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North 


this newspaper as he should the idle wind; but 
when it was brought before the House, he was fer 
investigating itin the most solemn and impos! 
form. He could not, however, vote for the re 

tion in its present shape, and he su 
amendment, in the form of a substitute, retaining 


Mr. Wise’s preambie, and after the word ‘Re- 
solved,” the following: 

“That the subject matter of the charge contained 
in the foregoing publication be investigated at the 
bar of this House, and thata subpana be issued 
to require his attendance touching the same.”’ 

Mr. JENIFER suggested whether it would not 
be better to take the preliminary steps before a 
committee. 
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Mr. CILLEY and 


tual explanations. 


Mr. LOOMIS said he should vote for this in- 
vestigation, not upon the strength, however, of the 
anonymous communication, but because the cha- 
racter of members of the House was concerned. 
He was for investigating the subject in the most 
direct manner possible, by bringing Mathew L. 
Davis to the bar, and requiring him to testify as 
tc what he knew about that paper. Mr. L. moved 
an amendment to that effect. 

Mr. DUNCAN said he was opposed to going 
into the investigation. We have come here for 
higher and more valuable purposes than to resolve 
ourselves, day after day, into a court of inquiry 
to investigate our own characters, and at the ex- 
pense of the public’s money, and to the neglect of 
the public business. He asked if the sun had rose 
during the present session without bringing to light 
some base calumny against some member of this 
House, or the House aggregately, over the signature 
of some one of the base, corrupt, and penniless scoun- 
drels who beset your Capitolin hangry swarms. He 
asked if it was intended to investigate every base 
charge that made its appearance; if so, we must 
abandon the business of the publie entirely, how- 
ever interes'ing and important it might be; and in- 
a tlouse of Representatives, consti- 
tuted to serve the public, resolve ourselves into a 
great court of inquiry, not to try others, (the legiti- 
imate object of every judicial tribunal,) but to try 
ourselves, and pronounce judgment in our own 
case and behalf. Sir, | hope no such policy will 
be adopted or commenced. This scurrilous, dirty 
communication is the preduction of one who is 
well known by the term of the ‘Washington Spy.’ 
This man, who now sits overlooking you from the 
gallery, brooding calumny and detraction, black, 
base, and foul, is the apologist and eulogist of 
Aaron Burr—(He ts worthy of such a purpose.) 
But we are told by the gentleman from Maryland, 
(Mr. Jenirer,) that this investigation ought togo on; 
the charge he understands to come from a respec!- 
able source. A respectable source!'! The gentle- 
man from Maryland would not make the state- 
ment of respectability, if he knew the general 
character of the ‘‘Washington Spy;” he would 
not defame and blacken the term “respectable” 
designedly, by applying it to a retch so base and 
degraded as the Washington Spy now in my eve. 
Perhaps the genteman from Maryland has been 
taught, as has your humble speaker, to revere the 
head that is bald, and the eye that is dimmed by 
age, and from this laudable veneration was led to 
the abuse of the term “respectable,” of which hi 
has just been guilty. Sir, Elisha had a bald head, 
he was a just man, and feared God, but does 1 
follow that every man who has a bald head is a 
just man, and has the fear of God before his eyes, 
or is entitled to the appellation of “respectable.” 
It is probable that Elisha’s eyes had grown dim, 
and -that if spectacles were in his day discovered, 
he wore them, but I will ask my friend from Mary- 
land, if every man who wears spectacles is an 
honest and an upright man. No, sir: we have a 
specimen of the converse of the propositions now 
before us, in the person of the Washington Spy. 
Sir, what further evidence do you want, or does 
the country require, that the author of this base 
slander, is a scoundrel, a liar, and a coward, than 
the fact that he has withheld his proper name. 
If you hear ofa man at the city of Georgetown, 
passing himself off by the name of A B—at the city 
of Alexandria by the name of C D—at your 
Navy Yard by the name of E F—and at Bladens- 
burg by the name of G H, what other conclusion 
would vou be likely to come to, in relation to that 
man. other than that he is a horse thief, a coun- 
terfeiter, or some base felon who merits a residence 
in your District penitentiary. Such kind of cha- 
racter is presented to us in the person of the Wash- 
ington Spy. But, sir, this is not the place to try 
him: I say we have higher duties to perform here: 
not the duties that appertain to ourselves, but 
those that appertain to the country. 

Further, sir, I deny that any thing which the 


Mr. WISE made some mu- 
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Washington Spy may say or publish is worthy of 


an investigation in this House or elsewhere. I say 
$0 because I consider him so morally depraved, 











and so degraded in the estimation of every honora- 
ble and high-minded man, that he is literally inca- 
ble of the crime of slander. I mean by this, sir, 
that he is so notorivus a liar, and so generally 
known to be such, that he is incapable longer of 
telling a falsehood. A gentleman asks me how 
that can be. I answer, that a falsehood is a moral 
perversion of the trut!; for the purpose of decepiion; 
but the Washington Spy is so notorious and de- 
graded a liar that he can no longer deceive; there- 
fore, the object or purpose intended failing, the 
falsehood fails with it. Sir, I shall vote against 
the original proposition, and if any member will 
move to lay the proposition and all the proposed 
amendments on the table, I will vote for the 
motion. 

Mr. REED was in favor of investigation, but 
not in the mode proposed by Mr. Dromcoo.e; for 
that would defeat the object intended. 

Mr. FRY said, according to his notion of this 
matter, he thought the House would best maintain 
its honor, its dignity, and its character, by abstain- 
ing from any notice of the effusions of the newspa- 
per scribblers who infest this hall, and treat such 
publications with that contempt which they, when 
impeaching any of the members, certainly merit. 

If the editor of the New York Coarier and En- 
quirer, or any other person, wishes to make a jour- 
ney to this city, and remain here a few weeks in 
the character of a witness before this committee, 
which it is proposed to raise, so as to come here at 
the public expense, I, for one, am not disposed to 
gratify them. I do not say that is the design: I 
speak for a contingency. 

If the “apparition” that has haunted this hall 
since I have been a member of this House, which 
has been designated to me as the “Spy,” has any 
charge to make against any member of this House, 
let him make it; let him publish his name; let him 
openly accuse him of whatever crime with which 
he may be chargeable. If a member were thus 
charged, and thought himself aggrieved, and wou'd 
ask an inquiry, I would grant it; but I am utterly 
opposed to the House taking notice of any newspa- 
per slang, to the exclusion of the important business 
of the country. In order, therefore, that the House 
may dispose of this subject, and go on to refer the 
petitions which now load our tables, [ move the re- 
solution and amendments lie on the table. 

Mr. WISE asked for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 14, nays 179. 

The question then recurred upon Mr. LOOMIS'S 
amendment. 

Mr. McKENNAN said the investigation had 
become necessary, for otherwise the charge might 
rest upon himself, or upon the Speaker, or upon 
any other member. 

Mr. FILLMORE was well assured that the 
House was not the proper body to investigate this 
charge, though he thought it better that the name 
of the individual should be stated to the House, 
and then the truth of the charge might be inquired 
into by a committee. Mr. F. was opposed to send- 
ing the matter to a secret committee, to sit and col- 
lect testimony on the character of an individual 
without his having an opportunity of being heard 
in his defence. 

Mr. POPE was in favor of having the report of 
a committee of investigation as a preliminary step, 
and then it would be the proper time for the House 
to take direct cognizance of the subject. 

Mr. THOMAS remarked upon the injustice 
there had been done to some one member of the 
Honse, whom he knew not, but the discussion 
having progressed to this point, he wished the reso- 
lution so amended as to cause the writer to appea 
at the bar of the House and name the member, 
and then send the subject to a committee. 

Mr. WISE modified his resolution so that when 
the name of the member was given to the commit- 
tee, he shonld be notified thereof. 

Mr. LOOMIS modified his amendment, by re- 
quiring Mr. Davis, when brought at the bar of the 
House, to name the person implicated, and the 
source of his information. 

Mr. BRIGGS adverted to the inconsistency of 
gentlemen denouncing anonymous letter writers, 
while the individual was known to every one of 
them, and to the country, their remarks were ad- 


dressed to him in the gallery, and they proposed an 
amendment in which his name was distinctly men- 
tioned. Mr. B. also went on to show that it would 
be much more unjust to the person implicated to 
have his name given at the bar, and heralded forth 
upon every wind, than to have it disclosed to a 
committee, which committee would instantly notify 
him of the fact. 

Mr. BYNUM had no doubt the charge had been 
made from a mere rumor, with no other founda- 
tion, and to bring so lying a scamp as the propaga- 
tor to the bar of the House, would be only eleyat- 
ing him to consequence. A similar charge had 
been made by another New York le:ter-writer, that 
the respectable member from Baltimore (Mr. Mc. 
Kim) had been favored with a contract, when there 
was not the remotest foundation for the calumny. 
Another had charged that the members of the 
House had purloined the money missed by the Ser- 
jeant-at-Arms, and both those writers were admitted 
to seats on the floor, and to mingle with the mem- 
bers. As to the present subject, Mr. B. was op- 
posed to bringing the “Spy” to the bar, and was 
opposed to the whole investigation, because he 
would not condemn a member of that House upon 
such testimony. 

After some further remarks from Messrs. JENI- 
FER, FILLMORE, REED, and McKAY, at the 
suggestion of the latter gentleman, 

Mr. WISE modified his proposition, by restrict- 
ing the investigation to members of the House, and 
by bringing Mr. Davis to give the name at the bar. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. RIVES moved to insert after the words 
“member implicated,” ‘if a member of this 
House.” 

Mr. PATTON moved an adjournment: lost. 

After some remarks by Messrs. BOON and 
TURNEY, Mr. RIVES’S amendment was agreed 
to. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD then gave notice, that if 
this resolution should be rejected, he would move the 
original one. 

Mr. THOMAS then moved an adjournment: lost 
—ayes 72, noes 91. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD then moved to insert the 
original resolution as a substitute. 

Mr. WISE preferred the origival himself. 

Mr. CUSHMAN then demanded the previous 
question, being on the substitute agreed to as 
above; which was not seconded by the House— 
ayes 83, noes 85. 

Mr. CRARY moved an adjournment: lost 76 
to 90. 

Mr. WISE moved to strike out the words “if a 
member of this House.” 

Mr. UNDERWOOD accepted of this as a mo- 
dification, on the understanding that a motion 
would then be made to insert it. 

Mr. HAYNES then moved to insert the words 
“if a member of this House.” 

Mr. THOMAS called for the yeas and nays on 
this question; which were ordered. 

After a few remarks by Messrs. MERCER, 
DROMGOOLE, HAYNES, TURNEB, WISE, 
and UNDERWOOD, on motion of the last gen- 
Uleman, and without taking the question, 

The House adjourned at quarter past six o’clock, 
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IN SENATE, 
Mownpay, February 12, 1838. 

The Chair announced a communication from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a state- 
ment from the Register of the Treasury, in answer, 
in part, to a resolution of the Senate calling for a 
statement of the balances :emaining in the Trea- 
sury at the end of each year from the year 1789 to 
the present period: laid on the table. 

The Chair also communicated a report from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a report 
from the Commissioner of the General Land Oilice, 
in answer to a resolution of the Senate calling for 
a statement of the public lands sold. 

Mr. ALLEN presented the resolutions and de- 
clarations of the General Assembly of the State of 
Ohio on the subject of the public lands and the 
currency ; which were read, laid on the table; and 
ordered to be printed. 





